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Honorifics Explained 


Throughout the Kodansha Comics books, you will find Japanese 
honorifics left intact in the translations. For those not familiar with 
how the Japanese use honorifics and, more important, how they differ 
from American honorifics, we present this brief overview. 

Politeness has always been a critical facet of Japanese culture. Ever 
since the feudal era, when Japan was a highly stratified society, use 
of honorifics—which can be defined as polite speech that indicates 
relationship or status—has played an essential role in the Japanese 
language. When addressing someone in Japanese, an honorific usually 
takes the form of a suffix attached to one’s name (example: “Asuna-san"), 
Is used as a title at the end of one’s name, or appears in place of the name 
itself (example: “Negi-sensei,” or simply “Sensei!"). 

Honortfics can be expressions of respect or endearment. In the 
context of manga and anime, honorifics give insight into the nature of the 
relationship between characters. Many English translations leave out these 
important honorifics and therefore distort the feel of the original 
Japanese. Because Japanese honorifics contain nuances that English 
honorifics lack, it 1s our policy at Kodansha Comics not to translate them. 
Here, instead, is a guide to some of the honorifics you may encounter in 
Kodansha Comics books. 


-san: This is the most common honorific and is equivalent to Mr., 
Miss, Ms., or Mrs. It is the all-purpose honorific and can be used 
in any situation where politeness is required. 


-sama: This is one level higher than “-san” and 1s used to confer great 
respect. 


-dono: This comes from the word “tono,” which means “lord.” It is an even 
higher level than "-sama” and confers utmost respect. 


-kun: This suffix 1s used at the end of boys’ names to express familiarity 
or endearment. It 1s also sometimes used by men among friends, or 
when addressing someone younger or of a lower station. 


-chan: 


Bozu: 


Sempai/ 
Senpai: 


Kohai: 


Sensei: 


This is used to express endearment, mostly toward girls. It 
is also used for little boys, pets, and even among lovers. It 
gives a sense of childish cuteness. 


This is an informal way to refer to a boy, similar to the 
English terms “kid” and “squirt.” 


This title suggests that the addressee is one’s senior ina 
group or organization. It 1s most often used in a school 
setting, where underclassmen refer to their upperclassmen 
as “sempai.” It can also be used in the workplace, such as 
when a newer employee addresses an employee who has 
seniority in the company. 


This 1s the opposite of “sempai” and is used toward 
underclassmen in school or newcomers in the workplace. 
It connotes that the addressee is of a lower station. 


Literally meaning “one who has come before,” this title is 
used for teachers, doctors, or masters of any profession or 
art. 


-[blankI: This is usually forgotten in these lists, but it is perhaps 


the most significant difference between Japanese and 
English. The lack of honorific means that the speaker has 
permission to address the person in a very intimate way. 
Usually, only family, spouses, or very close friends have 
this kind of permission. Known as yobisute, it can be 
gratifying when someone who has earned the intimacy 
starts to call one by one’s name without an honorific. 
But when that intimacy hasn't been earned, it can be 
very insulting. 





















THE 
VALENTINE’S 
DAY 
CHOCOLATE 
IS FINISHED. 








I ONLY MEANT 
THAT MELTING 
THE CHOCOLATE 
WAS DONES/ 







STEALING 
TASTES/! 





BECAUSE 
TOMORROW IS 
AND FEBRUARY 1H/ 


VALENTINE’S = VALENTINE’S 
DAY MEANS DAY. 


CHOCOLATE/ 










AND WHAT 
(S THE 
BENEFIT 















WHERE IS 
THE PROBLEM 
IN ADOPTING A 
CUSTOM THAT 
IS “ABNORMAL” 
IF IT HAS NO 
NEGATIVE EFFECT 
ON THE WORLD 
AT LARGEP 





HONESTLY? 


WHY DO 
T HAVE TO 
COOK 
VALENTINE’S 
DAY 
\ CHOCOLATE? 





NORMAL? 


WHAT’S 
NORMAL? 


NORMALLY 
(1S THE GIRL 
WHO COOKS 

THE HANDMADE 
CHOCOLATE, 
RIGHT? 





THEN SOMEONE HAD’ 
TO RUN THROUGH 
THE COLD NIGHT AIR 
TO BLY EVERYTHING 
THAT’S NEEDED, 
CRUSING THAT 
SOMEONE NO END 
OF TROUBLE// 


SOMEONE IS KEPT UP LATE 
IN THE NIGHT BECAUSE SOMEONE 
ELSE SUDDENLY ASKED FOR 
SOMEONE TO MAKE CHOCOLATES 
NOT JUST ANY CHOCOLATE, 
BUT FONDANT AU CHOCOLAT/ 


BUT SOMEONE HASN'T BOUGHT 
ANY INGREDIENTS TO MAKE IT// 





AH HA HA 
HA HA HAS! 


WATANUKI'S 





NEGATIVE 
EFFECT?! 








YES/ 


IT IS NOW 
FEBRUARY 
TMTHI! 


(1S THE 
FIRST TIME 
I MADE IT, 

SO TI CAN'T 
GUARANTEE 


VALENTINE’S THE TASTE. 


DAYJ/ 


WATANUKI, 
YOURE 
PRETTY 

AMAZING. 


IE CAN'T HELP BUT 
BE ATTRACTED 10 
ALADY-KILLER: 
LIKE YOus 


MIDNIGHT.” 
CHOCOLATE 
CAKE? 


SOl’s 
DRINKING 


IT LOOKS 
DELICIOUS! 


THE ONLY THING 
THAT GOES WITH 
CHOCOLATE IS 
CALVADOS// 





HARAH/ 


IT WAS 
DELICIOUS! 


TAM 
HAPPY/ 


THERE'S 
SOME LEFT. 
WE SEND WHAT WILL 
IT THERE? 








== = SS ee 


THAT WAY THE 
THAT'S SYRORAN OTHER MOKONA 
PRETTY Nice PND THOSE CAN GIVE OUR 
BRAVE DIMENSION- 
TRAVELERS A 


OF YOU, 
YUKO-SAN. J , TASTE OF FONDANT 
j . AU CHOCOLAT. 


THAT WAY, 

WE’RE ALL 
SET FOR 

WHITE DAY! 


‘ = I EXPECT 
BEGWEN | GREAT 
ANENTIRE y PRESENTS 
FROM THEM// 






















































































HIMAWARI- 
CHAN/// 


IT CAN ASK MY 
TEACHER TO... 





THAT ONE, 
YOU CAN GIVE 
TO THE PERSON 
YOU WOULD 
MOST LIKE TO 
SEE EAT IT. 


BUT HOW CAN T 
GIVE IT TO HER 
HEATED? 
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HUMANS 
ARE LIVING 
BEINGS, 
AFTER ALL. 





HIMAWARI-CHAN 
CAUGHT A COLD 
AND DIDN’T 
COME TO SCHOOL 


TODAY! 


















SHE DIDN’'T 
COME! 


| TODAY! 
FEBRLARY 











HIMAWARI- 
CHAN/ 
GET WELL 
SOON! 
VERY 
SOON! 























AHP I GUESS THAT 
MEANS I HAVE TO 
ERT IT MYSELF, 


12 





WHAT ARE 
YOU DOINGP 














AND WHAT ARE YOU 
Nd DOING THEREP 





I CAN 
ASK YOU 
THE SAME 

QUESTION 


T EVEN 
HEATED THE 


THAD IT ALL & 
FONDANT ALI 4 
CHOCOLAT i 


PLANNED! | 
TO THE 


HIMAWRARI-CHAN AND PERFECT 
T WOULD CASUALLY TEMPERR- 
STOP BY THE HOME-EC 
LAB AFTER SCHOOL, 
AND SHE WOLLD 
TASTE MY EXQUISITE 
CREATION/ 


T EVEN OWE 
THE TEACHER 
AFHVOR FOR 
LETTING ME : 
BORROW THE r’M 
HOMEEC | WALLOWING 


oe ™ IN HEART- 
4, AICHE/ 


A 





xrDDDD<® 











THE CHOCOLATE 
IN THE CENTER 
iS WARM. 


SPIT IT 
OuT/ 


SPIT IT 
OUT! 





CAN YOU MAKE 
SOMETHING THAT 
TASTES BAD? 








NO, I MEAN [x 
B-BUT THE TASTE IS 










GYARARRHH! | 


THE HOT | 
CHOCOLATE 
TOO?! 





I GUESS 
EVERYTHING 
IS BRIGHT 
AND SHINY 
FOR YOUs! 


\ 


(TS ALL 
OVER/ 


MY 
CHOCOLATE! 


MY 
CHOCO... 




















SOMEONE P . 
GAVE YOU VERY DAY OF 


CHOCOLATE | VALENTINE’S DAY, 
TOO, RIGHTP (. MY CHOCOLATE 
WAS EATEN BY 
THIS IDIOT! 
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I DON’T SEE 
WHY THE GIRLS 
GIVE CHOCOLATE 
TO MR. ZERO 
EXPRESSION 
FACE HERE! 





WHAT‘LL 
| = WHAT’LL Lt DOP | 
tboP 





IT SEEMS I’M 
NOT GOOD 
ENOUGH 
TO GET 
CHOCOLATE/ 


ie 
At 


























































































































a 
AL I | 


EXPECTED US 
TO MEET ERCH 


OTHER HERE/ 

















\) 
WI 





\ 


i 


ANOTHER 
DOMEKI FAN? 


DAMMIT/ 


WHAT'S SO GREAT 
ABOUT THAT JERK 
ANYWAY? 


BUT I CAN'T \ f ry I WANTED 
FIND ANYTHING — | \ LSS gg?) THE CHOCOLATE 
LIKE THATS a | fi") TOBE SPECIALY 


Awww! 


WHY DOES 
SHE HAVE TO 
WORK SO 
HARD FOR 
THIS IDIOT? 


BUT IT PROVES 
YOU'RE HARD- 
WORKING. 





























DOMEKI/ 


DOMEKI/ 
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26 











USUALLY 
GIRLS AREN’T 
SUPPOSED 
TO FLY 


WHICH 
MEANS 
THAT THIS 


> BE 


iS AND Z 

\ FIND YOU 

pevou | TLIKED 
‘a we | THAT 


SOUND, 








IT LOOKS 
LIKE HE’S 
COMPLETELY 


LEAVE DOMEKI 
LIKE THIS... 


ve WAS 


sors 

HERE THAT THE 

GIRL SHOWED BECAUSE . 
UP AND... 





SO WHAT 


IS THAT THIS IS 
ALL MY FAULT? 


H xy 


‘ 











w 
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YOU'RE SAYING | 











ui 


dl) 


THAT GIRL k 
(SNOT 
SOMETHING 
YOU MEET BY 
ACCIDENT. 


THE LAST 
THING IN THE 
WORLD I 
WANT TO DO 
1S TO HELP 


BuT 
TLL NEVER 
SLEEP IF HIS 
CONDITION Burt ITLL 
IS MY FAULT. COST YOU 
PLENTY. 


WHAT DO 

WE DO TO 
BRING HIM 
BACK TO 

NORMAL? 





tt 
DEDUCT IT 
FROM YOUR 
PAYCHECK. 
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31 


OH, 
BEAUTIFUL, 
MOKONA/ 


YOU'RE 
JUST TOO 
COOL! 





VieGRUMBLE 
35) GRumBle 
i 
YUKO-SAN, GA, 
YOURE ALWAYS 634 
ALITTLEEX- |? 


TREME, BUT... i GET GOING 
rei GRUMBLE AFTER THAT 
S 


BOARD THE 
BIRD AND 





IF YOU DO NOT 
RETURN WHAT 
WAS TAKEN FROM 
DOMEKI-KUN 
BEFORE THE DAY 

1S OVER... 






HE WILL BE 
FATED TO SLEEP 
FOREVER. 
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TLL 
KEEP AN 
EYE ON 


YOUR JOB =| 
IS GETTING 
BACK THE | 
CHOCOLATE. / 


i 












































































































































BUT EVEN IF 
WE CAN FLY, IT 
DOESN'T MEAN 

WE CAN FIND 

THAT GIRL... 


WE REALLY ARE 
FLYING! 
LiKE. 
‘SOMETHING 
OuT OF A 
DISNEY 
MOVIES! 
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C-COME ON/ 


YOU MADE WE'RE IN MIDRIR/ | 
THAT GIRL 
WHAT ARE A BUNCH 
OF KIDS DOING FLYING 
ON SNOW BOARDS? 


FIND YOU 
WILL BE 
PUNISHED 
Nf 
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TAKE YOUR 
PLINISHMENT 
LIKE A MANS 


ARE YOU 
KIDDING? 


IF YOU HIT 
ME WITH THAT, 
(LL HURTSS 








40 








YOU SAVE 


I’M SORRY. 


ALL I WANTED 
WAS TO GIVE 
ALITTLE 
CHOCOLATE... 


HE ISN’T 
BAD/ 








BUT WHAT GOOD 
IS GIVING A Guy 

CHOCOLATE WHEN 
YOU STOLE HIS 
SOUL TO DO ITP 


LOOK, IF 
YOU WANT TO 
| GIVE DOMEKI 


THE PERSON 
I WANTED 
TOGNE | ae -YOUDON'T 
CHOCOLATE | WANT TO SEND 
fJ) HIM INTOA COMA 


TODO IT IS ALL 
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NEXT TIME. {F 
YOU MAKE HER 
CRY YOU ARE 
GONNA GET 
PUNISHED/ 





THESE 
GUYS WITH 
BLACK WINGS 


ON THEIR 
BACKS... 






| THIS HOSTILE 
AERIAL ATTACK 
ONUS... 


YUKO-SAN... 
HO 


Wi 
WAS THAT 
GIRL...? 


SHE'S A 
ZASHIKI 
WARASHI 








BUT IT’S RARE 
TO SEE THEM 
NOWADAYS. 


\ THEY'VE BEEN 


ALITTLE TOO EVIL 
RECENTLY. 
— 


THEY TAKE 
SHELTER IN 
BACKWOODS 
MOUNTAIN 
LOCATIONS THAT 
HAVE A STRONG 
SPIRITUAL 
















ZASHIKI- 


ELEMENT AND WARASHI ARE 
HIDE WITH PRETTY 
THEIR KARAS SUSCEPTIBLE 
TENGU. ae TO EVIL AND 

. TO BAD 
THOUGHTS. 











A DAY WHEN 













AGIRL CANT ae 
HELP BLT GO ees 
OUT AND GIVE u 
SYMBOLS OF 


HER LOVE! 





YOU PLAYBOY! 


WAS MADE | * Ta pees 


7, t FROM AVERY 
BY ME! HAC CLITE ZASHIKI- 
WARASHI! 
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(T WAS CHOCOLATE 
MADE BY YOU, WATANUKI, 
WITH THE ‘POWER’ 
THAT ALLOWS YOU TO 
SEE SPIRITS. 


AND. IT WAS EATEN 
BY DOMEKI, WHO HAS 
THE POWER TO REPEL 

SPIRITS. 


{ 77 


A’SPECIAL 
CHOCOLATE” THAT'S || 
QUITE APPROPRIATE | 
TO CONVEY THE TRUE 
FEELINGSOFA | 
ZASHIKI-WARRSHL 


HURRY UP 
AND RETURN 

THAT TO | 

DOMEKI/ ©) } I MERN, I’M HAPPY THAT 


SOME GIRL GAVE ME 
CHOCOLATE, BUT. « 


THAT DOESN'T 
MAKE ME HAPPY// 


{ 


AND THE 
CHOCOLATE 
I DO GET, 
I CAN‘T EAT/ 
DAMMIT/ 
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————— 







(2. 
THERE/| wratrM 
J TDOINS 


at ‘SLEEPING 
\ HEREP 


you 
HAVE TO. 
HEAR THIS/ 


IT WAS JUST NOW, 
CHOCOLATE WATANUKI 
HE MADE RECEIVED 
HIMSELF = CHOCOLATE 
BUT... FROMA VERY 
CUTE YOUNG 
GIRL! 























aN 


/ HEAR THE | 


\ 
WHOLE | 
_\, story? / 













oo FULL 
SO 
UNFAIRI/ 
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1S YOUR 

COLD 

BETTER COULDN'T 
NOW? bay GIVE ITTO 


SN YOUON | 
) 


VALENTINE’S 
} 


By’ 


AND 
THE FEVER 


TOO. 


I’M SO HAPPY 
TO BE THE ONE 
RECEIVING 
CHOCOLATE 
FROM HIMAWARI- 
CHAN/! 


| YOURS, 
| DOMEKI- 
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8-B-BUT 
SINCE THIS IS 
CHOCOLATE 

THAT HIMPWARI- 


CHAN HANDMADE 


AND INFUSED 
WITH LOVE... 


DELICIOUS | 
CHOCOLATE: / 


THOSE WERE THE 
LAST TWO MILK 
CHOCOLATES IN 

THE SHOP/ 


THEY'RE SO POPULARY 
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TO GIVE 
YOU BOTH 
THE SAME 


CHOCOLATE, 


| 


THING. 


i 


iN 


IT’S MILK 


B-BUT 
I GET THE 
FEELING 
THAT MINE 
1S ALITTLE 
LARGER. 





DAMMIT! 


WHY DQES 
LOWLY D6MEKI 
GET CHOCOLATE 
FROM HIMAWARI- 


Mii 


AS ALWAYS, 
YOU MAKE 
THE MOST 

THOUGHTFUL 

CHOICES 
IN YOUR 


GLAD YOU 
RECEIVED 
CHOCOLATE 
FROM 
HIMAWARI- 


HOw DO 
YOU GET 
THREEP 


AND THE 
CHOCOLATE 
I GAVE YOU. 


THAT MAKES 
THE THIRD 
CHOCOLATE 
YOU RECEIVED 
THIS YEAR. 


THE 
ZASHIKI- 
WARRASHI 

GAVE YOU 
ONE. 


HIMAWARI- 
CHAN GAVE 
YOU ONE. 





T 
DIDN'T E 
GET ONE. } 


THAD 
FONDANT AU 
CHOCOLAT 
MADE, ONE 
OF WHICH YOU | | Yiko-sANy / 
RECEIVED, 
RIGHTP 











IT IS ONE 
DEFINITE KIND 
OF “GIVING” 


THERE 

ARE ALL 

SORTS 
: OF WAYS 
= TO USE 
= WORDS. 


GET THAT 
ONE/ 
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Hi 
| 
| 
1A) FT AY SWAN 
1 eg 
| WMATA A WA 
HHI Wa ANRIT iil l I 
ivy #3 
| ld Mili 
HANI Wik 
| 
i 


! \ BUT | = 
Mi DOESN'T Il 









































il ITLOOK 
GOOD? 
Hi LET'S 

| GET IT/ 
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HAVE ENOUGH | 
CONFIDENCE 


] IN YOURSELF 



















































































































































































































































































IDENTICAL 
TWINS, HUH? 


GROCERIES 
AS IF YOu 
WENT THEM 
FOR YOUR- 


yfiko-SANP 


ARE YOU 
GETTING 
HUNGRY 
FOR FISH? 


Iwas 
THINKING... 


THOSE 
TWINS ARE 
GOING TO 
EAT STEAK 

TONIGHT. 





MAYBE T’LL GO 
WITH YAKITORI 
TONIGHTP 


YEKO-SAN BEING 
yfikKO-SAN, SHE/LL WANT 
SOMETHING THAT'S 
GOOD WITH ALCOHOL 


59 





WHAT‘LL I 
MAKE FOR 
TONIGHTP 


LAST NIGHT 
I MADE 
pisHs } MABO-DOFL, 
IN == 
DIDN'T I... 


THE TWINS 
FROM 
YESTERDAY! 


AT LEAST, ONE 
“Nf, OF THEM. 


“Ny Ve tod 
MY\i\\\\\\ 





Is 
SOMETHING 


IN THIS 
AREA? 














ONE OF MY 
CONTACTS 









| \ 
| THANKS, | 
BUT... 


WHY 
DON’T I 
HELP YOU 
LOOK? 






I STILL HAVE 
ALITTLE TIME 
TO SPARE. 
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I DON’T 
THINK WELL 
FIND IT. 












J Lif (\ \ 1 
CM / All \\ \ } 
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+++ THE YAKITORI 
SUDDENLY 
CHANGED INTO 
| TEPPAN CHICKEN. 


ISTHATITP = 


I DIDN'T HAVE 
ENOUGH TIME TO 
| SKEWER THEM 
PROPERLY. 


WELL THIS 
CHICKEN IS 
TREMENDOUSLY 
saree ! DELICIOUS, 
FOUND HER f 30 YOU HAVE 
CONTACT NO PROBLEM 
, 3 ‘ 
LENS. 4, > WITH ME/ 


I LOOKED, 
\ RIGHT UP UNTIL 
\ THAD TOGO. 
\ 
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T IMAGINE 
YOU DIDN'T. 


CONTACTS | 
ARE SMALL I 


THINGS. 








| BEFORE YOU | 
LOOKED ... 













BOUND a 
NEVER TO a 1 


= SS _...YOUWERE a 4 
FIND IT. 


| J 
| .. THIS SELF rh / 


| FWRRENESS | 


ARE CHAINS 


COMMON TO 
ALL LIVING 
| THINGS. 







































































































































































BLT... 
THERE ARE 


BONDS THAT 
ONLY HUMANS 
CAN USE. 






































































































































AARAH!! 


WHY IS A JERK 
LIKE YOU CLASS 
CHAIRMAN?! 


IN MY CLASS, 
NOBODY ANNOLINCED 
THEIR CANDIDACY, 
SO THE CLASS VOTED 
FOR WHOEVER 
THEY WANTED AS 
CHAIRMAN. 


RSK ANYBODY YOU WANT. 
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I’M MAKING 
THE ROUNDS. | 






I’M NOT 
‘TRYING 
TO GET 
OUT OF” 
ANYTHING// 


OR SHOULD 
I SAY YOU'RE 
TRYING TO 


GET OUT OF 
SOMETHING/ 


WHAT ABOUT 
SWEEPING? WHAT 
ABOLT THE TRASH? 





I WANTED 
HIMAIWARI- 
CHAN TO 
MAKE THE 
ROUNDS AT | = ie ROUNDS 
THE GYM. ie - : FIND CHECK 


ON ME!! 





NOW IT‘S ONLY 
RIGHT FOR 
HIMAWARI-CHAN 
TO BE OUR 
CLASS CHAIR- 
PERSON/ 







DON’T GO 
| ERVESDROPPING/ 



















IVOTED 
FOR HER: TOO/ 


AHHH! 


SO CUTE AND 
SMARTS 


HIMAWARI-CHAN 
IS THE BESTH/ 








IF YOU DON’T WHAT WERE 
WANT TO BE YOU SAYING 

HEARD, DON’T ABOUT 
SAY THINGS BONDS? 
OuT LOUD. 
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NOw, 
SPILL IT! 


AND WHY 
DO T HAVE 
TO TALK 
ON YOUR 
ORDERS? 


|| THE END, YOU 

WEREN'T ABLE 
| TO FIND THE 
| CONTACT? 


Ne 
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vs 
HAPPENED AND 
YOURE 
SURE THE 
TWINS ARE 
REALLY 
HUMANP 


ZASHIKI- 
WARRASHI 
WRSN’T 
HUMAN, 





SO THERE'S 
AT LEASTA 
CHANCE THAT 
THOSE TWINS 
AREN'T HUMAN. 








YUKO-SAN 
NEVER SAID 
ANYTHING 
ABOUT IT 


THEY... 
O 











+» REALLY SEEM 
TO LIKE YOU, 
DON’T THEY? 
THOSE GHOSTS 
AND STUFFP 
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MAYBE 
THE 
ZASHIKI 


-- BUT WARASHI 
YOU CAN’T WASN'T 


GUARANTEE  aeap 
THAT ALL SPIRIT... 
OF THEM 











OKAY... E-EVEN IF 


IT DID TAKE THAT'S TRUE, IT 

YOUR SOUL aN ~DOESN’T HAVE 

FOR A WHILE, ANYTHING TO 
BLT... DO WITH YOU// 














THAT’S NOT 
WHAT I MEANS 


IF SOMETHING 
HAPPENS TO 
YOU... 
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{ vue MAY NEVER 
AM I SUPPOSED Ars BE ABLE TO EAT 


TO KEEP MAKING BOXED LUNCH 
YOU LUNCH?! (LEA 


AGAIN. 





YOU'RE THE 
GIRL FROM 
YESTERDAY... 


On, 
YESTERDAY! 
YOURE 
F THE ONE WHO 
I’M HER HELPED MY 
YOUNGER SISTER LOOK 
SISTER. FOR IT. 


DID you 
FIND YOUR 
CONTACT? 
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ONLY THE U/\ 
TWO OF y/ 
=I if ff MISTOOK \3 
US SEEM TO . / - 
SEE THE i fH “ vB: 4 | YOU FOR 


DIFFERENCE. . if /if HER. 


AND STILL 
SHE SAID L i) THANKS 
THAT SHE = J | FORALL YOUR 
COMPLETELY [| : | TROUBLE/ 
I'S$S0 FORGOTTO 
LIKE HER ASK YOUR | Cole. sure 
TOBESO NAME OR SISTER TOLD 
FORGET- ANYTHING | a ME HOW LONG 
FUL. ABOUT | \ 
. j - YOU HELPED 
HER LOOK. 


LISTEN... 
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THEY WANTED 
ME TO COME 
OVER. 


THEY SAID 


THEY WANTED 
TO THANK ME. 








| SECOND- 
| YEAR 
\ STUDENTS. | 
oSMeKi 


HAD TO 
BUTT IN / 
AND ASKS 




















| TO MEET THOSE 
TWINS AGAIN. 


THEY LOOK 
HUMAN? 





THEYRE 
COLLEGE- 
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«+ YOURE 
STARTING TO 
DATE OLDER 


\ BESIDES, IT HAVE 
\, MY HIMAWEFIRI-CHFIN/ 


FS HMAWARE 


TIMEFOR AN il 
INTERMISSION: 











YOU LIKE 
SOME 
TEAP 


T HAVE SOME 
CAKES TOO: 













































































THEYDOING =F — 
OVER THERE? 





Is it 
| EVENING 
OVER 


IT WAS SO — THANK YOU 
FOR THE 


FONDANT Au 
CHOCOLAT! 


EVERYBODY | 
HAD SOME! + 


THEY 
THOUGHT 
IT WAS 
DELICIOUS! 


BUT FAI 
FORCED HIS 
MOUTH OPEN 

AND MADE 
HIM EAT |T/ 


WELL 
+ SPEAK 
\ OF THE 
DEVIL. 





KUROGANE 
SAID THAT 
YOU NEVER 
GIVE ANYTHING 
AWAY, AND: 
HE DIDN‘T 
WANT TO 
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A PLACE 

CALLED THE |: 
COUNTRY 
OF OTO! 


I’M IN 
SAKURA’S 
ROOM NOW! 


BUT SAKURA’S 
ROOM IS THE 
ONLY ONE WITH 
A MIRROR, SO 
THIS IS WHERE 
WE CAN TALK. 


BY THE 
WAY 0 


WHERE ARE 
YOU NOW, 








MOKONA HAS AN 


COFFEE \\ APRON, Too/ 


(ae 


WHAT'S 
\ ITS NAMEP 












AH HA HA HA He? 


SO I CAN SAY 
THAT HE PD EAT 
MY CHOCOLATE! 


T/LL BE EXPECTING 
GREAT THINGS 
FOR WHITE DAY/ 





ZT EXPECT 
TWICE THE 
AMOUNT 
BACK! 


NO/ RIGHT 
Now, SHE AND 
SYRORAN ARE 
DOWNSTRIRS 
RUNNING THE 

SHOR. 


YOU HAVE TO CALL IT 


CAT’S EYE// 


THAT MANGA 
THAT YUKO LIKES 
SO MUCH/ 


(T'S THE ONLY 
CHOICE FOR 
A COFFEE SHOP 
WITH A CAT SIGN 
OUTSIDE! 


CITY HUNTER WAS: 
GOOD TOO TLOVED HIS 


FIRST MANAGER, THE 
MAKIMURR BROTHER/ 





\ ! 
\ SEE You | / 


if 
4 LATER, [| 
yiikor 
& 


\ 










Vn EAR 
ACCESSORY | 3 
he ON THE 


| BOOSTS WHITE 


MAGIC MOKONA. 
POWERS. 















ON THE 
BLACK 


MAGIC MOKONA... 


POWERS. 


I MADE THEM 
WITH CLOW 
QUITE A LONG 
TIME RGO. 











BuT THEY 
SEEM TO BE 
WORKING 
WELL. 
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+ BUT LET'S 
GO AHEAD 
AND TRUST IN 
THE FUTURE. 





SHE 
SAID IT 
HERSELF, 
RIGHTP 


WN trwne | 


) BE BOTH MY 
| | SISTERAND 
MYSELF... // 


jp 


oo WHY 
DON'T 
YOU COME 
ALONG, 
TOOP 


THERE IS SUCH A 
THING AS HOLDING 
BACK AND 
CONSIDERATION 
OF OTHERS/ 









WHAT ARE 
YOU COMING 
ALONG FORP 


4 (S THAT 
| YOUR 








SHE SAID, 
BUT... 





SORRY TO 
KEEP YOU 
WRITING. 


bh 


lt 





ARE YOU 
LISTENING 
TO MEPY 


x 
= tik 
| 


OH, NO/ 


WE JUST 
GOT HERE/ 


NAME OR HOW TO 
j CONTACT YOU. 
YOU KNOW, / fit f TI ONLY REALIZED 
IM ALWAYS | |{// f I NEVER ASKED 
LIKE THISS | W\\\ UAT) | / WHEN I GOT 





I'S 
ALWAYS 
CAUSING 
TROUBLE 

FOR MY 
LITTLE 
SISTER. — 
ao PROBLEM/ 


DON’T LET IT 
WORRY YOU 








T HAVE 
NO OTHER 
BROTHERS 

OR SISTERS. 


WE DO 
EVERYTHING 
TOGETHER. 


«+ HAVING 
ANOTHER 
PERSON WHO 
HAS ALMOST 
EXACTLY 
YOUR FACEP 





f 
/ YOU GET 


| ALONG WITH 
| YOUR SISTER 
VERY WELL, 


AREN’T ANY 
STRANGE 
FEELINGS 
BETWEEN 





MY SISTER 
AND I ARE 
COMPLETELY 
DIFFERENT. 


THERE 
ITIS 
AGRIN/ 


fast dist 





CHOCOLATE 
HERE IS 
FAMOUS! 


THEY MAKE 
GOOD 
CAKES, TOO. 


TO TELL THE TRUTH, 
NOTAT ALLS 


I'S 
A SMALL 
SHOP, BLIT 
YOU SAID 
YOU DON’T 
MIND, 
RIGHT? 


HIS IS WHERE 
HIMAWARI- 
CHAN GOT THE 
CHOCOLATES 
SHE GAVE LIS/ 


OF YOU 
// RECEIVED 
CHOCOLATE? 


YOURE 
LADIES’ 




















I THINK IT’S 
WONDERFUL! 





























(TS ALWAYS 
THE SAME/ 





IT CAN GET 


DISCOUNT 
TICKETS AT 
WORK/ 


ALL FOUR OF 
US COULD GO 


TOGETHER/ | 














REMEMBER 
THAT MOVIE WE 
TALKED ABOUT 

AT THE CAFE? 


IF YOURE FREE, 
WOULD YOU LIKE 
TO GO SEE IT 
SOMETIME? 


WHAT 
DO You 
THINK? 








DATE WILL BE TO 
| SEEAMOvIEP jf |) | | 
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u “| Buryvoupont 
| THE YOUNGER > SEEM THAT 
SISTER SEEMS ITISN’T EXCITED. 
INTERESTED : 


IN DOMEKL 


THAT WOLLD 
MAKE YOU 
THE ODD 
MAN OUT, HM, 
WATANUKIP 


S. 


TM NOT — [reve¥! Picsy 
peevisw | ¥ ¥ 


gy 


( 
















AND THAT'S 
WHAT’S MADE 






EXCUSE ME 











THE ODD 
MAN OUTS 







JUST WHY THERE'S 
YOU ARE | JUST SOME 
SUCHA ‘ THING THAT 
LOSER WORRIES | 
Me 
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G 

IT'S NOT 

GOOD ALTHOUGH IT 

MAKES ME ANGRY 
T DOMEK I 


f, JenLous. | 


‘SLICH Al WINNER! 
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SUCH AS TROLIGHS 
7 FANDOCRESTSONTHE  ‘*WAVE.” 


WATER’S SURFACE. 
== ic, WAVE PHENOMENA, - 
{ PHENOMENON = \y a = INCLUDE SOUND WAVES fF — 
THAT CAUSES 2 a . AND ELECTRICITY. = 
TROUGHS AND { és 
CRESTS. 







= ELEMENTS INCLUDE 
X WAVELENGTHAND — / 
. FREQUENCY. E 
AV 
; =a cae v4 
ARE YOU ; > Va 
Sy of Cie i. KODANSHA 
BEING A SAP 0 “once 
: «dN 
A ANY 
: : ) ie 
J rin 





DICTIONARY, =A. 


N SK EDITION. } 


" 
hy 


YOU CANNOT 
RESIST. 


i 0 # | 
' 
K «+ THE WAVES | yet 


IN 
, OF THOSE i 
I THINGS WHICH 













UM... 

A) WHY DON'T 

24 WEGOFOR 
| CAKEP/ 


3 DOMEKI 
IS THIS WHAT _ ALWAYS 
THAT OLD FORTUNE = ft P APPEARING?! 
TELLER LADY TOLD ME 


ABOUT A Guy I 
ALWAYS FIGHT WITH, 
AND HOW WE'LL BE | 
THROWN TOGETHER? r\ 
lay 


99 


TODAY, 
WHEN CLASSES ARE 
OVER, STAY IN YOUR 
CLASSROOM. 


WE'LL LEAVE 
FROM THERE. 


THAT'S 
WRONG 


NOT... 


HIMAWARI- Py 


WHO ARE YOU 
CALLING AN 
IDIOTR 


MOST 
(DIOTS _WATANUKI 
DO, PLWAYS HAS 

SO MUCH 


ie) ENERGY! « 


YOU CAN 
HEAR THAT? 


ARE YOU 
GOING 
SOME- 

WHERE? 





| FOUR, 
| ACTUALLY. 


’ ACOUPLE 
OF COLLEGE 
STUDENTS 
SAID THEY 
COULD GET 
DISCOUNT 

PASSES... 
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THE MOVIE (S 
INTERESTING/ 


HIMRAWARI-CHAN 
WASN'T FAZED IN 
THE SLIGHTEST. 


NOs 


I's 
BECALISE 
HIMRWARI- 
CHAN 
1S SUCH 
ANICE 
PERSON... 


SHE WAS JUST 
HOLDING HER 
EMOTIONS BACK 
FOR MY SAKE. | 
THAY'S IT/ 


{1’S GOTTA BE/ 
















BUT EVEN 









WHEN IT ISN’T 
SCARY THEY’RE 
ALL OVER MOVIE 


THEATERS. 


IF £ DIDN'T HAVE A 


RERSON TO. I'D 


NEVER COME IN HERES 


T DON’T FEEL 
SICK AT ALL., 


T KNEW IT/ 


THE MINUTE 
THINGS GET 
SCARY, THEY 
APPEAR. 




























HE’S HERE, 
SO MAYBE 
THEY WONT 
BOTHER ME. 








WHY WOULD 
THIS SCARE 





















ae SEEMS 
2 \ LIKE THE 


\ BuT 
y 
\ IE THAT'S OLDER 


SISTER IS 
| TRUE, WHY 
OO, DocavT INTER: 


=| SHEEVER peed 
TRY TALK- b 
“| INTO TOO: 
-\ HIMP 












SHE'S 
HOLDING 
BACK 
FOR HER 
SISTER'S 






TO LEAVE, 
Now/ 









BLEEDING/ 





AND 
THERE’S 
NOTHING 

















TO INJURE 
YOURSELF 
ONINA 
MOVIE 

THEATER. 


IT 
HAPPENED 
SO SUD- 

















SHE 
DOES GET 
DISTRACTED 


AND FALLS, | 
BUT IT DIDN'T | 


HAPPEN 
TODAY... 
! 








DOES 
YOUR 
SISTER 
OFTEN 
GET 
INJURED 
LIKE 
THAT? 








eee — 8BuT...1O 
Li) SUDDENLY 
° \ INJURE 


\ YOURSELF... 





T IMAGINE 
THE OLDER 
OF THE 
TWINS 
WANTED 


) oun 
oe / R= f 
Cae AS; BADLY, 


my) is ———"| 






eee THAT PPE 
YOU FELT = WASN'T 
WAVES = THE ONLY 
| FROM HER. TIME... 











THINK WE/LL 
FIND IT. 















SHE TIED % a 4 
HER BONDS —— | AND YOU €> Yo; 
HERSELF === vevervp EZ 
ae FIND THE =F CED 
= CONTACT, — 


DID You? 


HOW THERE 
ARE BONDS 

p ONLY PEOPLE fy 

1) CANUSE... 





/ 
/ BND WITHOUT 
|| KNOWING HOw 
|| TIGHTLY THEY | 
<i CANBIND... |) 


j fi = F 
nee s OE SS-/ you LEFT YOUR 
: — ——S cAN'tT MOUTH = | 


if j 
| PEOPLE | po eee : Sy 
CONTINUED ag — = | ACTAS IF 


| TOUSE THESE THEY WERE 


| CHAINS. ji 


ii 
KY 
AND IN TIME, i \ 
THEY CRIN EVEN 
BIND ONE'S |! 
WRY OF LIFE. ii 
ik 


‘ 


Noy P { 
INT 





THAT WAS 
WRITTEN 
IN MY 
DICTIONARY. 


yOKO-SAN LOVES THAT 
KIND OF TALK. 


TRUE. 


BUT 
IT DOESN'T 
MAKE ANY 
DIFFERENCE 
TO ME. 


T CRN RFFORP TO 


LOSE A HANDKERCHIEF | 


: ; is a 
SUPPOSED 


2 
‘| atone time | L} to Be THIS [ 
AGO, THEY | | | sspipit oF 
| BELIEVED THAT| Le LANGUAGE” 
NV worps Heto | F sturre | 
STRANGE 
POWERS. 
SOME 
PEOPLE EVEN 
CALLED JAPAN 
THE LAND OF 





{BUT SHE 
| SAID SHE 
WANTED TO 
RETURN THE 
HANDKER- 
CHIEF SHE 
BORROWED 
| FROM YOU. 


BOTH OF THOSE 
GIRLS WERE AFTER 
YOU, RIGHT? 





WHAT WILL 
yOu DOP 


BLT 
EVER SINCE 
I LEARNED 

THAT WORDS 


BELIEVE 
SUCHA 
STORYP 


IDONT 
WENT HER: 
TO THINK 
OF ME AS 

SOME 

CREEPY 

Guy! 


«IFT CAN 


EVER BE ABLE 


TO MAKE HER 
BELIEVE IT. 


IT WAS SO 
OBVIOUS// 


It WAS NICE 
OF HER TO 
INVITE ME TOO. 


EVEN IF YOU WERE 
HER MAIN TARGET 


[ EVEN IF 


| I KNOW 
ABOUT 

| HER, I 

\ WONDER... 





IF YOU 
DECIDE 
RIGHT NOW 
THAT IT’S 
IMPOSSIBLE 


TALK TO HER, ||| 
THEN TALK | 


++ THEN 
YOU/RE THE 
SAME AS 
THAT OLDER 
SISTER 








































OH NO/ | 


WE JUST GOT HERE 
OURSELVES! 


TODAY'S BENTO BOX LUNCH 
IS SANDWICHES! 








“4 IWASHED YOUR 


HANDKERCHIEF, 
| BUT I COULDN'T 
GET THE BLOOD | 
OUFSOT AK 
BOUGHT YOU 
ANEW ONE... |. 
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~ 
\ 


_| Treo 
GET US 
DRINKS. 


OY YOUVE 
FALLEN 
FOR 


DOMEKI 
ALITTLE, 
HAVEN'T 











HE MAY 
HAVE A SOUR 
LOOK, BUT 
HE DOESN'T 
BITE 
GO RHERD 
AND TALK 
TO HIM 





CHIPPER! 


SHE CAN DO 
ANYTHING 


/ WE HAVE THE 
SAME FACE, 
| BUT I’M SO 
USELESS... 

























Just try DECIDE IT’S 

TELLING IMPOSSIBLE 
YOURSELF BEFORE YOU 
THAT YOU TRY, ITLL 


HAVE 
CHARMS REALLY BE 


Orvous  MPOSSIBLE/ 
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=f IT’S CAFE 


AU LAIT. 
= IF THAT'S a ; 
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THE CAKE 
SHOR, 
DIDN'T 
your 











oun 
Oo) 
Sat 








YOU REALLY 
ARE AMAZING, 
WATANUKI-KUN/ 


WELL, I 
JUST LOVE 
NERIKIRI 


wow! 
SWEETS/ 


ALL 
HANDMADE, 
TOO! 


I TRIED 
TO THINK OF 
WHAT TO DO 
FOR WHITE DAY, 
AND I THOUGHT 
CANDIES MIGHT 
BE OKAY. 





WHAT ARE 
YOU DOING 
EATING 
WHITE DAY 
CANDIES? 


I1’S LIKE YOU'RE 
EATING MY CHOCOLATES 
ALL OVER AGAIN! 


| YOULOOK 
| LIKE YOU'RE 
| HAVING FIN. 
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OH, 


THEREAREA DON’T 
LOT OF PEOPLE WORRY 
MISTAKING Me ABOUT 
ForMysisteR =F’ 

THESE DAYS. 


B YOUNGER 
\ SISTERP 


| I'M SORRY, 
I MISTOOK 


| I’M MORE 
| CHIPPER? 





TWAS ALWAYS { 
DECIDING THINGS WERE | a (ele 
IMPOSSIBLE BEFORE VA aes le 

I TRIED THEM. ; . 


AND SINCE FY PNA f | 
THEN, EVENIFIT'S f / | / 
JUSTALITTLE, J, RECENTLY, I'VE 
HAVEN'T FAILED Y DECIDED TO 
AS MUCH AS I A START SRYING, 
USED TO. ST/LL NEVER 


IT COULD 
BE JUST MY 
IMAGINATION, 
THOUGH... 












GREAT 
— THEN THIS 
NOT 3 TIME, WHY 
“YOU NEVER pe, DON’T 
KNOW” BUT — wines 
RATHER, Dil aes 
IT’S SURE \ THIS... 
\ 
\ 








TOGO | . — 
WELL/” ¢ P74 / 
aA f 
> in } . 
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HE ISN’T 


WOULD YOU ’ 
L | 
Se THE ONE 
HAVE SOME | J d WHO MADE 
THOSE// 


TEA? 


WHICH WAY 
SHOULD I EAT IT? 
HIMRWARI- 


FROM THE HEAD 77) > 
OR THE TAIL? i e CHAN 

\ } BROUGHT 

EVERYONE 

SOME TER. 


PLEASE HAVE 
SOME WITH US. 


/ NO. 
(un... SHE'S 
“NOT... 


DOWEKI- 


THAT IS 
RESOLUTELY 
NOT THE CASE/ 



































| 1S FINE! 










Ly 


ITLOOKS CA \ 4 | 
LIKE A LOT AY y 
OF THINGS SZ 
ARE “SURE ay 

TO GO WELL” (SZ 
TODAY! eS 
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THIS IS 
FOR YOU. 


RETURN 
GIFTFOR 


I MET THE 
OLDER OF 
THE TWINS 


UPBEAT. 


b> 
| YOU SEEM 


| DID SOME- 

| THING GOOD 

‘| | HAPPEN TO 
YOU TODRYP 
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BY JUST 
{ SAYING A FEW 
\ OPTIMISTIC WORDS, 


“WORDS” 
REALLY CAN BE 
INCREDIBLE 
THINGS/ 


SHE'S CHANGED 
COMPLETELY. 





BUT... 


















































«TO 
BINDING 
ONLY 
YOURSELF 


=] 


Jn 


\ 
\ 


Pn iin 
5 
Z_ 


| 









BECAUSE SHE \ 


INVITED ME 
ALONG TOO. 





‘IF YOURE 

/ PLL FREE, 

| WHY DON'T 
YOU COMEP 


Swe 





CAKE SHOR 


YOU HERE 
AGRINP 


THESE 
DAYS I’M 
WORKING 

AT THAT 


I WANTED 
TO COME 
ALONE 
WITH 
HIMAWARI- 


KUNOGI 
SAID SHE 
HAD PIANO 
LESSONS, 
REMEMBER? 
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ARE YOU 
READY TO 
T/L HAVE 
THE TERAND  ORDERP 
CAKE SET | 
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WHEN WE 

METHER IN | 

| THEPARK, HER | 
ATTITUDE WAS 

SO MUCH 

BRIGHTER. 
































MY OLDER SISTER 
SURPRISED ME BY 
SAYING THAT SHE / 
GOTAJOB HERE. | \ MIND IF Z 

SIT HEREP 
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ALWAYS 
BREAKING 
PLATES. 


IT HOPE SHE’LL 


BE OKAY/ 







BETTER BE 
IF YOU CAREFUL! 


/ DROP THAT 
CUP, IT'LL BE 
A DISASTER! 


















\ 
AN 
s 


¥ 
\\ 
Nek 
ey 
if 


le A 









I’M ALL 





I TOLD you 
WORKING HERE 
WOULD TAX YOU 

FAR TOO MUCH TO 
DO ANY GOOD 


\\ IS FOR US/ 













\ 
VS) * 


ae 











133 










IT’S ONLY 
BEEN A WEEK, 
AND LOOK 






FATHER AND I GET HERE, 
MOTHER ARE AND NOW I | 
SO WORRIED SEE YOUONLY | 
ABOUT YOU/ HAVE MORE 
\ OF THEM! 

i 





IF YOU WORK 
AT A JOB LIKE 
THIS, YOUR 
WOUNDS WILL 
NEVER CLOSE/ 





ONLY 
YOURSELF 





“WORDS” 
DON’T 


ONLY BIND 
YOURSELF... 
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PLEASE/ 


/ (j, YOU REALLY 
HAVE TO 

QUIT DOING 

WORK LIKE 


WHO CAN 
EXPECT YOU 
TO TAKE 
ORDERS? 


HAPPENED? 


DID 
YOU HURT 
YOURSELF 


YOU'RE BAD AT 
TALKING TO 
STRANGERS! 


COFFEE SHOP, AND 
\ YOU BURNED YOUR LEG 
\\ WITH THE COFFEEP 





NR 
ISS 


J 
aH 


\N\ f\ i" 
WH NEN, ANY 
M, I —£ IA\, 
NV ny, . SE 
S \ [S2j if ) 7 
4 ‘ \ 
JA 
XN SR 





| 
Ni} 
| REGRETS 
}| ARE FOR 











Hi AFTER 
|| SOMETHING 
Yh HAPPENS// 
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BUT WHAT‘LL 

























SHE DO IF 
THEN L SOMETHING 
SHELL TAKE | SERIOUS 
RESPONSIBILITY || HAPPENS?! | 
FOR THE ACTIONS | 
SHE CHOSE 





TO TAKE Aus 
{| pot 









TO BE TIED 
DOWN BY 
PESSIMISTIC 
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IF YOU SAY THOSE 
WORDS, OR ALLOW 
OTHERS TO SAY THEM, 
| IT’S SO EASY TO FAIL. 


S 


bo WHO 
YOU IS SHEP 
KNOW 
HERP 

















IF YOUR 
CONDITION 
MAKES YOU 
HAPPY THEN 

YOU CAN 
STAY THIS 
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IS THIS “SENSE OF ERASE” 
MORE IMPORTANT TO YOU 
THAN THE JOY YOU FEEL 
WHEN YOU ACCOMPLISH 

ys SOMETHING YOL! WERE 
\ “SURE WOULD GO WELL’P 





(IT HAS A 
PRICE. 


WILLING TO 
PAY ITP 











7 
| 
a= 


4 


ff 
H 


7 


o= = ~ ~~ = 
a SS, Le = 
= = re a7 Ay 


Sc 


SIM E e 
re (Ce s. 
as Ze ae =u ~ 
SP on 
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J 
yf > / 


/ 
ih 
y/ 


















I’M GLAD 
THAT HAIR 
WAS THE ONLY 
PRICE I HAD 
TO PRY/ 








_ SORRYI 
KEPT YOU 
WAITING. 





SOMETHING 


I HAD TO 
TURN OVER TO 
YUKO-SAN. 
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IT STILL 
HAVE A 
LONG WAY 


BUT I CAN 
TELL THAT I’M 
ALREADY Ai TINY 
BIT DIFFERENT 
FROM MY 
FORMER SELF 


| BECAUSE 


THE HAIRCLIT 
ISALSO 
Just 
ANOTHER 
CHANCE 

FOR ME TO 





\ 
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SO LET ME 
SAY THIS 
WITHOUT ANY 
REGRETS. 





DIFFERENT 
FROM THE 
ME THAT 
ALWAYS 
GAVE UP 
BEFORE 

STARTING. 


I’M IN LOVE 
WITH YOU. 





I THANK 
YOU FOR | 
THAT... 


HOWEVER, 


SORRY. 


YOU CAN'T 
DECIDE IT 
WON'T WORK 
BEFORE YOU 
TRY IT. 


IF YOU DO, 
NOT TRYING IS WEECIH 
: WENT DOWN 
WHET YOULL IN FLAMES 
REGRET, / j 
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TLL GET 
' US SOME 
| DRINKS. 


“. 





THANKS! 








INEVER 
TURNED 4 : -» WHEN I 
AROUND 8 HAD DECIDED 
AND SAID ee ' ; THAT HELPING 
“THANKS.” : HER WAS IM - 
POSSIBLE... 


BACK 
THEN... 


T/LL MAKE 
YOU ANYTHING 
YOU WANT TO 

EAT FOR 
TOMORROW'S 


I CAN'T 
MAKE SOME- 
THING THAT'S 

OUT OF 

SEASON/! 





FIND DON’T 
TELL ME TO 
MAKE THINGS 
THAT ARE 
3, EVEN LESS 
POSSIBLE! bx 


a 
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| YOU CAN 
USE SALT. 


YOU HAVE 
SOME, DON’T 
YOuP 








THROW IT 


ON THOSE : 
Guys. 
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THAT'S 
GREATS 


1S THAT eee 
YOUR NAMEP | YOU CAN 
YOUR SEE THEMP 
BIRTHDAY HOW DO) ) 
ISN'T APRIL 


KIMIHIRO 
WATANUKI. 
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DON'T I 
MAKE YOU FEEL 
A LITTLE ILL? 


WITH THOSE 
THINGS 
FOLLOWING. 
AFTER MEP 


BESIDES, 


BuT THEY MAY } ie 


HAS A 
COME OUT AND fy ‘ SPECIAL 


MEANING 


IF THAT HAPPENS, 
WE’LL BOTH THROW 
SALT AT THEM/ 








DO THAT? 


NOBODY 
WILL EVER 
FORGET 
YOUR 
BIRTHDAY 
ONCE THEY 
HEAR IT. 





THEYRE 
BOTH VERY 
NICE PEOPLE. 


THEY TOLD ME 
I COULD TREAT 
THEM AS FAMILY 
EVEN THOUGH 
WE'RE NOT 


THEY DIDN’T WANT 
TO LET ME BECAUSE THEY 
SAID IT WORRIED THEM, 
BUT I WANT TO BE ABLE 
TO RELY ON MYSELF AS 
SOON AS I CAN 


BUT DON’T YOU 
GET LONELY? 


I DON’T HAVE 
ANY PARENTS. 


RIGHT NOW, 
THE MANAGERS 


OF THIS 
APARTMENT 
BUILDING ARE 
LOOKING 

AFTER ME. 


DID YOU 
GO OUT 
SHOPPING 


IT’S STUFF 
FOR DINNER. 
I HAVE TO 
HELP OUT 
WHERE T CAN. 





THERE'S 
NOTHING 
TO ADMIRE! 


AT FIRST I 
LIVED WITH 
THEM, BUT NOW 
THEY’VE GIVEN 
ME AR ROOM, 
AND I’M LIVING 
THERE. 


IT ADMIRE 
YOU, 
KIMIHIRO. 
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TODAY IS 
THE BIRTHDAY 
YOUR = = OF ONE OF 
BIRTHDAY "4 THE APARTMENT 
1S PRETTY MANAGERS. 
SOON, . 
ISN'T IT? 





THEY’RE 
HAVING A PARTY 
TONIGHT. 


THEY BOTH 
REALLY SEEM TO 
BE LOOKING 
FORWARD TO IT/ 


N 






you! 


I HEARD IT 
ONCE, AND 
T’LL NEVER 
FORGET IT! 


I/D LIKE 
TO GIVE YOU 
A PRESENT... 


arent | [ 
wer | / 





OH, NO/ 
DON’T/ 


BUT ITSA 
FRIEND'S 
BIRTHDAY. 
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OKAY. 


THEN 
ON APRIL 
1ST. 


1S THAT 
ANEW 
UNIFORM [-{j 


" (ITLOOKS 


GOOD 
ON YOu. 


YOUR 
PRESENT. 


LIKE TO 
REPAY IT. 
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: : ; YA), oJ? \ T ONCE SAID 
TODAY 1S a rl THAT APRIL 1ST 

THE DAYTSAY | YA g , (4A WAS A SPECIAL 

FAREWELL TO ; ee ena DAY FOR ME, 


THIS PLACE. >t, ee kan REMEMBERP 
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\| | I’M HAPPY 
| YOU AND 


rl oF) seUNTILIT 
I WERE ¢ am DETERIORATES 
FRIENDS, _| 


KIMIHIRO. 





ALWAYS BE 
FRIENDS/ 
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DURING 
THAT TIME, I WAS 
HOUNDED By 
THE SPIRITS, AND 
THE ONLY WAY T 
GOT THROUGH IT 
ALL RIGHT... 









+WAS ALL 
THANKS 
TO YOU. 









' THANK |> 





NOW, WE’RE 
OFF TO THE 
WATANUKI 
BIRTHDRY 
PARTY! 


LET’‘S GOs! 
D6MEKI-KUN RND 


HIMAWARI-CHAN ARE 
WAITING FOR LISf 


TO MAKE 
AL THE 
FOOD! 


EVEN THOUGHT IT’S. 
MY BIRTHDRY! 


7 
Dy i/ 


ah 
as ican 


WAIT UP, [= 
yiiko- 
SARAN/ 
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ffs ¢ "4 


SS 





«AND A 
RED FELT MAT 
MUST MEAN... 


IN WHAT WORLD ARE 
THERE PEOPLE WHO 
EAT YAKINIKU 


IN THE OPEN-AIR 


CEREMONY STYLEP/ Be 


++ WE HAVE 

TO GET INTO 

THE MOMENT 
FOR YOU, 








WATANUKI, 
AFTER YOU 
CHOSE THE 
BEST CUTS 
OF MEAT 
YOURSELF... 




















AND YOU 
GET INTO THE 
MOMENT TOO, 

WATANUKI/ 
‘ 
ee STOCK THAT GRILL 
WITH WOOP ND GET 
1'M THE ONE THE FIRE GOING! 
DOING ALL THE 


YOU CRN LEAVE FLIPPING 
THE MEAT TO MEY 


= 





























AND SHE DRINKS 
$0 MUCH! 


SHE'S LIKE A 
BOTTOMLESS PIT! 


AND SO/ 


WE/LL EAT OUR 
YAKINIKU AND 
FILL OUR BRAINS 
WITH HAPPY 
THOUGHTS// 





SHE FORCES 
OTHERS TO 
DO EVERYTHING 
FOR HER/ 





BUT IT’S MY 


GOOD LUCK 
TO RECEIVE 
THE LEFTOVER: 
MERT. 












IT'S BEGINNING 
TO GET DARK, 
SO IT COULD BE 
MY EYES PLAYING 


SS 
= 


TMP SZ 









WH-WH-WH- 
WHY WOULD 
A HUMAN ARM 
BE IN A PLACE 
LIKE THAT?! 





IT COLLON’T 
BE INA 
PLACE LIKE 
THAT. 





A-ANOTHER 





HAS TO BE. 


THERE’S IT’S JUST A 


All + MANNEQUIN 
NO WAY THAT A \@| 
LIVING ARM... {| ARM/ 







































































THAT HAS TO 
BE IT/ 


SOMEBODY 






IS PLAYING ae 
A ete GOTTA BE 
OnE SOME KIND | | W-wAITA 
MAYBE SOME OF TRICK/ SECOND! 
PUBLICITY 
STUNT... 






THAT ISN’T 
SOMETHING 
MANMADE. 


THATSA 
= 86REAL... a 





3 MAYBE 
THEY DON’T 
WHICH Z | 
MEANS IT’S 
SOME KIND 
OF SPIRIT. 


WHAT IS IT 
OVER THERE 
FORP 


BUT WITH 
SOMETHING 

LIKE THAT 
POPPING UP 
ALL OVER THE 

PLACE, WHY 
DON’T PEOPLE 

REACT? 


BUT THE 
ARM... 





7 
- | HUH 
| WHAT'S || WHAT'S 


| WHAT | qHare 


\ 





iT 
DISAPPEARED! 
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THEY SAY DANGEROUS | 
THAT A LONG OUT THERE, 
TIME AGO, SO DON'T 
KIDS HAVE WANDER TOO |. 
GONE MISSING 
FROM OVER 


WHERE 
ARE YOLIP 














TIME AGO? 


THERE HAVEN'T 
BEEN ANY 
RECENTLY? 





HEY, DID YOU 
SEE ANYTHING 
WEIRD BACK 
THEREP 


THING LIKE 
A HAND? 


I DIDNT 
SEE IT. 





NOTHING | | 


NOwaApAys, WAS THERE/ ’ IGETIT 


FEWER AND FEWER 
KIDS CAN SEE 
THAT KIND OF THING. 


= Wye 
=a NOT Or 
EVEN eles 


THOUGH THE SAY HIS MY SON IS 


KIDS INOLDEN BONES ARE |? |'/ "| = / JUST NO 
TIMES DIDN’T : i = GOOD AT 
; = == ATHLETICS 


HAVE AS MANY 
TOYS, I THINK 
THEY HAD 
SOME GOOD 
THINGS THAT 
OUR KIDS 
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THERE ARE 
SOME THINGS 
THAT TODAY’S 

KIDS ARE LUCKY 
TO HAVE LOST. 








{ 





Past Works by CLAMP 


Miyuki-chan in Wonderland 

Miyuki is late getting started for school one morning. As she races for 
class, she sees a beautiful woman in a sexy leotard and bunny ears 
riding a skateboard. Distracted, Miyuki falls down a hole in the street 
and into Wonderland, a place that seems to be full of nothing but 
beautiful women who are all determined to either seduce Miyuki or 
just confuse her terribly. 

CLAMP’s very own version of Lewis Carroll's famous storybook 
heroine, Miyuki has parody adventures based on both Alice in 
Wonderland and Through the Looking Glaaa, retitled Miyukt-chan 
in Wonderland and Miyuki-chan in Looking Glass Land. In the 
Wonderland story, Miyuki meets sexy female versions of the White 
Rabbit (the skateboard-riding bunny woman), the twins Tweedledee and 
Tweedledum (here renamed To Lee and Cho Lee, two women in Chinese 
dresses who practice martial arts), the Mad Hatter, the March Hare, the 
Dormouse, the Cheshire Cat, and the Red Queen. In the Looking Giass 
story, Miyuki meets Humpty Dumpty, plus a mirror-image version of 
herself, who is much less shy than Miyuki is about taking off her clothes. 

Miyuki’s travels also include a trip into "TV Land,” where she enters 
the world of the ‘60s sci-fi movie Barbarella, and “Part-Time Job Land,” 
where a part-time waitress job results in Miyuki re-enacting a fighting 
contest from a popular video game. There are also crossovers to 
CLAMP's own universes in Miyuki's story, such as in “Video Game Land,” 
where Miyuki becomes a Rayearth-like armored heroine, and “X Land,” 
in which she goes to see the X arumated movie, 1s pulled into the events 
of the film, and ends up filling in for both Kamui and Kotori. 

Originally published in 1995 as a single-volume manga in the "100% 
Newtype Comics Extra” oversize format, Miyukt-chan in Wonderland 
was adapted into a thirty-minute animated video and also an audio CD. 

Miyuki-chan also makes a cameo appearance as a background 
character in every world visited by Syaoran and his friends in Tsubasa. 
She may not be easy to find, but she’s always there somewhere... 
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Translation Notes 


For your edification and reading pleasure, here are notes to help 
you understand some of the cultural and story references from our 
translation of xxxHOLic. 


Page 4, Valentine’s Day in Japan 

There are very few holidays as associated with a particular product 
as Valentine's Day 1s with chocolate in Japan. Sure, the West has its 
chocolate hearts and gifts of assorted chocolate candies, but in 
Japan, it has taken ona 
special significance—it has 
become the “Sadie Hawkins” 
day of relationships, where 





, 


j 









: THE 
girls are encouraged to VALENTINE’S 
“confess their love” to DAY 
their sweethearts. The gift CHOCOLATE 
IS FINISHED, 


of chocolate, and the 
acceptance of the gift, 
means that the guy is forced 
to at least consider the girl 
as a potential girlfriend. So 
as it turns out, Valentine's chocolates are (to the joy of all males) 
specifically for women to give to men. But guys, don't get too 
excited, there are obligatory gifts of chocolates, too, that have no 
more meaning of love than an annual birthday card. For those gifts 
that do have romantic overtones, there is a particular day when the 
guy can respond, and that day is White Day (see later entry). 








Page 9, White Day 

With nearly half of the population giving chocolate on Valentine's 
Day (See previous entry) to the other half of the population, the 
chocolate manufacturers looked at this arrangement and let out 

a collective sigh. “Why can't it be the enttre population giving 
chocolate to each other?” So the sweets manufacturers invented a 
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holiday, exactly one 
#0 | month after Valentine's 
fe Day, for the men to give 
*°"" back to the women. They 
Ween called it White Day, and 
SET FOR suggested that the men 
WHITE DAVE return the gift of dark 
I EXPECT ‘ : 
GREAT chocolate with a gift of 
Racreie white chocolate. They 
should have named it 
White Chocolate Day 
because there are a lot of 
white things that can run 








through a guy’s dirty little 
mind. As the holiday wormed its way into the Japanese culture, sales 
of white panties boomed 1n the days before March 14th. In any case, 
the tradition has it that the guy who has just learned the girl’s 
feelings on Valentine's Day must make his answer on White Day with 
a gift of something white. But obligation rears 1ts head again, and 
like the way Yako uses Fondant au Chocolat to force men to give 
back to her, a girl's receipt of a white gift on that day doesn't 
necessarily mean that they've been pledged a guy's undying love. 


Page 46, Zashiki-Warashi 
As told in folklore handed down from the Tohoku region of Japan (the 
northern part of the main island of Honshu), Zashiki-Warashi are 
ghosts or guardian spirits of a 
house that take the form of 
children. According to legend, 






if the Zashtki-Warasht leaves a - ~~ 
house, sorrow will befall it. j 

Recently the legend has taken : ein 

ona “Poltergeist” feel with evil | eet 
Zashikt-Warashi taking over 

traditional Japanese houses a 5 _A# 


and terrorizing the residents. 
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Page 47, Karasu Tengu 

There are several Tengu types: Daitengu are 

the red-faced, long-nosed goblins that one may 

see in prints and wooden sculptures. Kurama 

Tengu are master swordsmen and tricksters 

= associated with Kurama Yama (Horse-saddle 
THEN THOSE GUY'S WERE Mountain) and the Buddhist temple there And 

Peds SEU ENSUE Karasu Tengu (Crow Tengu) are servants to 

magical masters. The Karasu Tengu usually are 
depicted as short creatures with crows’ wings and heads, but wearing 
traditional Japanese garments and wooden geta sandals. 





Page 59, Vakitori 
Marinated chicken and vegetables (usually 








MAYBE I'LL GO 







leeks or onions) on wooden skewers and grilled WITH YAKITORI | 
over a charcoal frame. Other meats and TONIGHTP | 
vegetables can be used, but chicken is the main YOKO-SAN BEING / 


YOKO-SAN, SHE/LL WANT 
SOMETHING THATS 
GOOD WITH ALCOHOL. 


attraction. At the end of a long day, its aroma 
and inviting barbeque smoke surely does 
attract tired workers to the wooden Yakitori 
stands that line traditional Japanese streets. YVakitori can be eaten 
as a meal or a snack and is usually served with a tall, cold beer. 


Page 62, Teppan 

With the popularity of restaurants such as Benihana’s, Teppan-style 
cooking has become as much a symbol of Japan in many North 
American towns as Teriyaki. 















ie Raw ingredients—meat and 
/ THE YAKITORI | 
| i SODELY \ vegetables—are cooked ona 
{ i 
| TEPPAN CHICKEN. hot, flat, iron griddle, flavored 
La aE ee at the cook's discretion, and 
»~ ie Ng served up to be eaten 
Za / SORRY > \ i , J 
y IDIONTHAVE | “<3 \\ immediately (although making 
eae 4 Teppan-style food in the 
| { il eee: jo # kitchen is perfectly acceptable 
| J) I — \ for home consumption). 





Page 80, Cat's Eye 

Their father missing and his 
collection of priceless paintings 
stolen, three sisters—sexy, 
twenty-something Rui; beautiful, 
college-age Hitomi, and cute 
high-schooler Ai—are out to 
retrieve the paintings and solve 
the mystery of their father’s 
disappearance. So they take the 
guise of three cat burglars (in 
sexy, skin-tight outfits) that go by 
the name of Cat's Eye, stealing 
back their family’s paintings from 
the scum that stole them in the 
first place. But during the day 








YOU HAVE TO CALL IT 


CAT’S EYE// 





they run a coffee shop named Cat's Eye that is frequented by 
Hitomi's boyfriend, the very policeman charged with stopping the 
serial burglaries of priceless art! Cat’s Eye started as the first hit 
manga series by Tsukasa Hojo (City Hunter, F-Compo), and the TV 
arume series ran for season after season of thieving adventure. 
There were also some live-action adaptations, including a high- 
budget special-effects movie in the ‘gos. 















T Tsu] 


ee On 
J $2) (T'S THE ONLY 
/ CHOICE FOR 
A COFFEE SHOP 
WITH A CAT SIGN 
OUTSIDE! 


CITY HUNTER WRS 
GOOD TOO I LOVED HIS. 
FIRST MANAGER, THE 
MAKIMURA BROTHER? 





Page 80, City Hunter 
The next big hit for Tsukasa 
Hojo, coming on the heels of his 
immensely popular manga 
series Cat’s Eye (see previous 
entry). Ryo Saeba 1s so 
comfortable with guns and his 
own abilities that he has no 
problem either with pointing a 
pistol, or having one pointed at 


him. He runs a “protector for hire” business out of the bustling urban 
center of Shinjuku in Tokyo, Japan. All of his clents are beautiful 
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women between the ages of eighteen and thirty. ... Why? Because 
Ryo Saeba is also the world’s greatest lecher, and he limits himself to 
only those very customers. Every beautiful woman Ryo protects, Ryo 
also wants to seduce. Fortunately he's as inept at seducing women 
as he is competent at protecting them. Makimura (Yiiko's favorite 
character) is Ryo's long-suffering manager, who is eventually replaced 
by Makimura’s tomboyish little sister, Kaori, City Hunter was at least 
as popular as Cat’s Eye, spawning multiple seasons of the anime TV 
show, arumated movies, and even a live-action movie starring Jackie 
Chan! The City Hunter manga is available in English, and Tsukasa 
Hojo is presently working on a sequel series, Angel Heart. 





Page 164, 
ivs -\ JYakiniku 

Not to be 
YAKINIKU// ah confused with 
Jakitori (see the 
earlier entry), 
JVakiniku is 
also known in 
North America 
as Korean 
barbecue. 
Marinated meats 
of all sorts are brought raw to the table where an open griddle 
(usually with a gas flame) is situated in the center. Then the 
customers cook the meat for themselves on the griddle. Vegetables 
are also a part of the process, but since Vakiniku means “fried 
meat,” one can understand how the meat takes center stage of this 
delightful meal. 
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| I KNOW THAT 


TIME FLOWS 
DIFFERENTLY 
IN OTHER 
DIMENSIONS, 
BLT I’‘VE BEEN 
WAITING 
PATIENTLY FOR 
TWO WHOLE 
MONTHS! 


HOW CAN 
SYARORAN- 
KUN AND 
HIS GROUP 
NOT GIVE 
ME GIFTS 
FOR WHITE 


| DROPPED ME 


A LINE// 





Iwas SO 
LOOKING 
FORWARD TO 
THE PRESENTS 
IT WOULD 


IF YOU GIVE A 
VALENTINE’S DAY 
GIFT, YOU'RE 
SUPPOSED TO 


it 
RECEIVE GET BACK THREE 
FROM OTHER B f r TIMES THE 


i NO, ONLY 
SOME PEOPLE 


CHEER UP, 
YUKO-SAN/ 


> 


IF THERE’S 

ANYTHING 
YOU'RE 

HUNGRY FOR, 
CAKES OR 
ANYTHING... 

T/LL MAKE IT 
FOR YOU. 


DOESN'T 
HAVE ANY- 
THING TO 

DO WITH 
WHITE DAY // 
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WE'VE HAD A 
DELICIOUS MEAL, 
THE NEXT STEP 
IS DESSERTS 














SATA 
ANDAGI / 





THE TRADITIONAL 
CONFECTION OF 
OKINAWA/S 





IT’S BEEN 
RAINING 
SO MUCH 
RECENTLY, 
I MISS THE 
SUNLIGHT! ‘ TO GO 
THERE/ 
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BUT IT’S 
| THE TIME FOR 
THE RAINY 


SO THERE 
ISN'T MUCH 


THE RAINY 
SEASON, 
AND 





Wi 


Ae 
Ge 
Iii | 
ei! ! 
1 it } 7 ne { 


I WISH 
THE RAIN 
WOULD 
STOP/ 


IT REALLY IS 
RAINING ALOT, 


LAUNDRY 
TRALSO WILL NEVER 
WANTTO = GET DRY 
AIR OUT 
MY FUTON! 






























































































































































































































































































































































: 


it Tenens AN i 
iy | | h \ (D> ; y Ht | \ 





























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































WHAT DOES THAT 
GIRL SEE IN YOU 


REJOICE, 
T HAVE KIMIHIRO 
SOMETHING WATANUKI// 
GOOD FOR 












































ri? 





AN AME 
WARASHI/ 





< 


“dS. 


r. 


SS 


E YOU 
MEAN LIKE 
A FRIRY OR 
A SPRITEP 





\ HT | 

















































































































































































































re We 
Ht 


| 
HI 
| 











































































































































































































































































































ise 


































































































LISTEN, 


BUSINESS 
WITH OUR 
WATANUKIP 


T HAVE TO 
SIT ONA 
DRAINING 


4 IWANTHIM 





AND IT'S 
SOMETHING 
THAT ONLY 
OUR WATANLUKI 
CAN DOP 











I’M AN AME-WARASHI/ 


IF WORD GOT OUT 
THAT I WAS STINGY, I’D 
BE THE LALIGHINGSTOCK 

OF MY ENTIRE WORLD/ 





OF COURSE, 


THERE IS 
FA PRICE TO 
BE PAID. 


HOW COME 
YOKO 18 BOING 

THE BARGAINING 
WHEN I'M DOING 


A VALLE 
EQUAL TO 
THE WISH, OF 
COURSE, 


HE'S ALL 
YOURS// 








Ly dE = VEN 
(S]) ie 


ye 




















ALL TOO RARE | 
NOWADAYS/ 











SPIRIT? 


DON’T PLIT ME 
INR COMBO 
WITH HIM/ 


YOU CHILDREN 
ARE INCREDIBLY 


HERE’S A PLACE ME IN 
COMBO THE SAME CLASS 
PUNISHMENT! RAS ORDINARY 
SPIRITS/ 













































































+ BUT WITH THAT 

















AND 7HAT, WE MAY 











BE SUCCESSFUL! 








































































































WHY DID 














HE HAVE TO 











GET SUCKED 





INTO THIS 















































I NEVER 
CRIED/ 
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— (_ 

RS, DON'T FORCE 
-. HIMAWARI-CHAN | 
\, TO SAY STUPID 
BY 


THINGS! 


/F 


. 


WE NEED 
SOMETHING 








SUDDEN 


YOU CAME 


AUST LIKE 
NOBITR-KUN? 














ABOUT 
THESE? 


| WHY IS THE 


'' BTMOSPHERE |! + 
" SOROWANTIC | 


fm |: BETWEEN 


L HIMAWAR-CHAN | 
JA, AND THAT DoT! 
DOMEKIPY 








HIMAWARI- 
CHAN IS 
NICE TO 
EVERY- 
BODY, 
GOT ITP 


YOU'RE 
NOT SPECIAL 
EITHER. 





HOw CAN 


SOMEONE WITH I CANT 
YOUR DISPOSITION LET HER AFFECT 
BE FRIENDS ME, CAN IP 
WITH HERP 


WHAT ARE 
YOU HIDING 
FROM? 











VV i 
'T wAND THs =’ WEHAVE | \y, 
, ; WELL INHAND THAT AND |’. | DOESN’T 
LET’S GET (i . k \\ MATTERS 
STARTED. S Atty 












| rN < 


I NEED YOU 
TO GO ON 
A RESCUE 
MISSION/ 



































































































































































































































































































































































































































—<XJ 
y 
BUT You 
' i 
J 
% I 
\ 
: CLOSE. 
. a 


T WANTED 
TO TRY A 
RESCLIE ON 
MY OWN, 


h 
(4 BuTITWAS 
GA IMPOSSIBLE. 





YOU DON’T 
KNOW HOW 
yay SCARY YUKO 


I CAN ONLY SEE 
WEIRD THINGS. 


I CAN'T 
DO ANYTHING 
ABOUT THEM! 






WOULD BE 
IF I TRIED 





«THE EYES 
OF THATAME- | | |), 
WARASHI 
LOOKED SO 
DESPERATE. | ||; ; 


THEN YOU 
SHOULD HAVE! 
REFUSED. 








I KNOW THAT/ 


BUT A 
GUY CAN HAVE 
APPREHENSIONS 
AND VACILLATIONS, 
CAN'T HEP/ 









ALL RIGHT 


FOR HER 

















THAT'S 
WHAT IT IS, 





LOOK, THIS 
HYDRANGEA 
IS SO RED. 





FLOWERS ARE 
USUALLY MORE 
A SHADE OF PINK 
LIKE THE ONES: 
BY MY FAMILY’S 
SHRINE. 
IVE 
NEVER SEEN 
HYDRANGERS 
THIS RED, 





I NEVER KNEW 


HYDRANGERS 
GOT THIS BIG. 









































NOTHING... 
I JUST GOT 
THE CHILLS. 


MAYBE 
IT WAS MY 
IMAGINA- 








THERE’S 
NOTHING 
ELSE 
AROUND, 
IS THEREP 





WOULDN’/T 
KNOW. 





IF YOU 
DON’T KNOW, 
DON’T ACT SO 

SUPERIOR// 





















IF YOU GRAB 
ME LIKE THAT, 
YOUR FLOWERS 
WILL JUST GET 
TORN OFF... 





~! 


s 





EZ 
yy 


y 

iM od 
f TL 

Or 4 


W/E 











aaa 





WATANUKI 
REALLY IS 









SATA ANDAGI 
ARE DELICIOUS 
EVEN WHEN 
THEY'RE COLD! 





THIS TO 


SYAORAN- 


NV pawn (0 













kus (Coe) | STILL CAN'T 
WE our AACS ABANDON MY 

J HOPES FOR 

WHITE DAY/ 





























I HOPE THEY 
LIKE IT/ 













































































































































-- PERHAPS 
WATANUIK HAS 
NOTICED BY 









DID IT ALL 
GO PITCH 
BLACK? 




























































































































































































WHERE YOUR 
HOME IS? 


Go! 

I’M 
SUPPOSED 
TO GO, BUT 


I CAN TS 










7 a ie A ay 
iB Hf oe i i caw) 
sii, WHERE IT 


pug * 


Isp 


i 5 ip De bm y 
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WHO WOULDN'T 
BE AFRAID IN 
A DARK PLACE 
LIKE THIS? 


I COULD GO 
IF YOU WOULD 
COME WITH ME/ 











I WAS SO 
LONELY, THIS IS 
AND GREAT! 
I TRIED 
CALLING IMSO 
OUT... GLAD YOU'RE 
COMING WITH 
ME. MISTER! 


YELLING, 
“SOME- 
BODY 


COME 
HERE/* 










I CALLED... 


- BUTT 
WAS JUST 
SO LONELY/ 


WHO TOLD 
THEY'VE SSD. YOU TO STOPP 


ALWAYS 


I CAME LATER, BEEN HERE. 


SO MAYBE THEY 
THOUGHT I 


WAS BOTHERING 
THEM... 
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Ls pas 
ais 
3 

rae 
Za5 
Qu 
axe 
re 


“ALWAYS 
BEEN 





I THINK 
I’M NOT 
SUPPOSED 
TO GO 


MAYBE YOU'RE 
NOT SUPPOSED Lies YOU HAVE 
TO GO, BLT I’M TO COME 
TOO SCARED TO WITH ME/ 

GO THERE ALONE/ 





222 






























YOWRE 
WRONG! 


inerce 
18 COMING 
WITH MEL! 
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WAIT YOU 


SHOULDN’T 



































































































































































































































































































































I DIDN'T 
COME HERE 
BECALISE I 

WANTED TO! 


I’M NOT HERE 


BECAUSE I 
WANT TO BES 


T’VE BEEN 
DOWN HERE 
BOTHERING 

YOU ALL THIS 
TIME, RIGHT? 





I DON’T 
WANNA 


THE SAME STINK 
IS COMING FROM 
THE CHILD/ 


THEYRE 
OVER 
THERE. 


5 A WHOLE I 
= nog ae LOTOF KNOW! 
LIT I’ 
STILL 
LONELY/ 





BUT I’M = 
ALWAYS SO Ces 
LONELY! 
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I GETIT/ 
THIS CHILD IS ... 


THINK WE. 
SHOULD GO 
THAT WAY. 





EVERYBODY'S 
-| GOING TO SAY 
THEY’RE SICK 
AT THE SIGHT --—~ 
OF ME/ — 



































> 





























SAY IT/ 





















i _ “a 
0 = AD» 
SEEP | a 
| NOBODY'S $ 
HERE TO SRY ’ 
° | ANYTHING BAD : oe °f 
| Y 


ABOUT YOU. 
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HE’S BEEN 
STANDING THERE fone 
IN THE RAIN FOR Ve petal f 
TEN HOURS. T Pe B® GoD,1M 
q | 
ANYBODY "i TIRED! 


WOULD GET 
TIRED! 







SRAN/ 


WHY ARE 
YOU HEREP/ 








THIS BLACK 
SHADOW SEEMED 
TO COME OUT 
FROM LINDER THE 
HYPRANGERS AND 
SMOTHER ME. 


IT TOOK THAT 
MUCH TIME? 


TO ME IT 
ONLY SEEMED 
LIKE ABOUT 
TEN MINLITES. 











SO WHERE WAS 
THAT LITTLE GIRL, 
ANYWAY? 


















BUT IT'S 
ONE IN THE 













ON THE 
BORDER 
BETWEEN THE 


















ane NEAR SHORE 
BETWEEN THE AND THE FAR 
WORLD OF SHORE. 
THE LIVING AND fi 
THE WORLD 
OF THE DEAD. | 


F 

i 
n 

THE PLACE wu ! 

WHERE THE ! THEN THAT 

LITTLE GIRL | WEIRD SMELL... 


WAS TRYING 


iT WAS 
Tees s COMING FROM 


PLACES WHERE 
THE DEAD ARE? 








«IS A PLACE 
WHERE VERY 
BAD DEAD 
THOSE DEAD 
THINGS LIKE TO 
ENSNARE PEOPLE. 
MAKE THEM SUFFER 
AND LEAD THEM 
TO THEIR DEATHS 


I MAY SAY 





“WORLD OF 
THE DEAD,” 
BUT 
ACTUALLY 
THERE ARE 
MANY SLICH 
WORLDS, 































































































































































































SHE WAS LONELY, W489 , woue a 


AND SO SHE WANTED A 
TO LEAD YOU INTO ie \> SRENEaG. : 
THE WORLD OF THE |5,° HI LQ bs GO THEREP 
DEAD TOO. ~— | 4 : 


IN OTHER 
WORDS, SHE 
WANTED TO 

KILL YOU. 



















SHE MAY 
NOT HAVE 
BEEN AWARE 


SHE WAS 
DOING. 





THAT'S WHY 
THE HYDRANGEAS 
TRIED THEIR BEST 
TO STOP IT. 


THE WEIGHT 
OF GUILT AFTER 
YOURE DEAD 
IS THE SAME AS 
WHEN YOLRE 
ALIVE, 
















THE 
HYDRANGERS 
TRIED TO | 





“THEY” | 
THE LITTLE | 
..THAT — GIRL WAS | 
WAS THE Hy- TALKING 
RANGERS, ABOUT... 


et 


























DOMEKI-KUN 
WAS THERE FOR TEN 
HOURS HOLDING 
HIMAWARI-CHAN’S 
RIBBON. 


TRY TO USE 
YOUR MEMORY 
FOR ONCE/ 


WHEN YOU WERE 
ALMOST TO THE 
FAR SHORE AND 
LOST FOREVER, 
WHAT GUIDED 
YOU BACKP/ 
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WHAT YOU HEARD 

{ DOWN THERE IN THE 

DARKNESS WAS 

THE VOICE OF THE 
HYDRANGEAS. 


+ YOU WILL wuy.., 
HAVE TO GO 
AND THANK 
DGMEKI-KUN 
PROPERLY 








IT WAS 
DOMEKI-KLIN 
WHO HELD 
THAT RIBBON! 















THERE 
WAS 
WATER 
DRIPPING 
FROM 
ABOVE .... 


























WELL... 

THE PLACE YOU 
HAD GONE TO 
WASN'T ACTUALLY 
BENEATH THE 
HYDRANGERS, 
SO HE DIDN'T 
REALLY HAVE 
TO DIG. 











































































FROM THE TIME 
YOU DISAPPEARED 
UNTIL THE TIME I 


GOT THERE, IT WAS 
CONSTANTLY RAINING, 


BUT DOMEKI HAD 
ABANDONED HIS. 


I ALMOST 
THOUGHT UMBRELLA AND HE 
THAT HE HAD) }»©-: WAS DIGGING WITH 
ALL HIS MIGHT. 


BURIED YOU. 






























































































































































I THOUGHT 
SOMETHING LIKE 
THIS WOULD 
HAPPEN SO I 
WENT TO SEE THE 
HYDRANGEAS 
FOR MYSELF 
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I SAID, 


YOURS.” 













“SO, WHAT 
SHOULD I DO,” HE 
ASKED, AND I TOLD 
HIM TO HOLD OUT 
THE RIBBON. 














WELL LET 
THE POLICE 
SORT OUT 

THE DETAILS 
OF THE CASE. 



































“UNTIL HE DOES, 
YOU HAVE TO 
HOLD YOURS.” 









I JUST 
GOT A CALL 
FROM THE 
POLICE. 


THE CLOTHES 
ON THE BODY 
MATCH THOSE 
OF A GIRL WHO 
WENT MISSING 
LAST YEAR. 


| evenin 
\| HER PRESENT 
STATE, IF SHE 
IS RETURNED 
TO THOSE 
WHO LOVE 
HER... 


= BURIAL AND 
, SEND HER TO 
=| THE REAL FAR 


A TAT 


im 














Irs 
SOMETHING MERE: 
MY GRAND - 

FATHER LISED. 


+. AS PAYMENT 
FOR TELLING 
YOU ABOUT 
THE RIBBON. 











icy oir se + 

in CAME , 

Mi | ee 79 a L 

. a i 








I’M JUST 
SAYING IT’S 
GOOD THAT SOMEONE 
IN THE END, WAS ABLE 
THE LITTLE GIRL SS TO FIND 
DIDN'T HAVE = | THAT LITTLE 
TO SUFFER A | GIRL AND 
WORSE FATE. {Rai 


COMING 
TO THE 
RESCHE. 

















WHY WOLLD 
I CARE IN THE 
SLIGHTEST ABOUT 
RESCUING SOME 
HUMAN?! 
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NOWADAYS, 
IT’S MORE 
AND MORE 
DIFFICULT 
TO FIND A 
PRECIOUS 

“PURE 


+ LIKE 
THOSE 
CHILDREN 


NOTHING | | | 
‘| ToDo 





WITH ME. 








ESSENCE”... 





















DEPENDENT 
ON THOSE 
WHO 








j 

| THE CORRUPTION 

OF A CORPSE IS 

LIKE POISON TO 
yh FIN ESSENCE 







BUT THE 
BLOOD OF 
A CORPSE 

WARS TURNING 

THEM RED. 


THE 
THOSE WANTED 
HYDRANGERS 
YOU TO 
ARE AN 

ESSENCE/ RESCUE 
“WERE THE 

HYDRAN- 

TO AND GEAS/ 



























HUMANS 
DO NOTHING 
TO HELP THE e 
PRECIOUS 
THINGS OF 
THE WORLD... 





» WHY SHOULD 
THE PRECIOUS 
THINGS HAVE 
TO HELP SOME 
HUMAN? 














I REALLY HAVE 
NO IDEA WHAT 
THAT GIRL 
SEES IN YOU 





YOU'LL GET 
YOUR PAYMENT 























YOL’D BETTER 
NOT FORGET 


YOUR WHITE DAY 
DUTIES // 
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T CAN'T FORGIVE 
FINYBODY WHO 
DOESN’T RETURN 
A PRESENT FOR 
WHITE DAY! 


T MERN, WHAT ARE THESE 
YOUNG PEOPLE COMING 
TO TODAY?! 


I CAN'T 
REMEMBER 
ANYBODY 





YOU MEAN 
THAT COUNTS: 
AS BEING 


SHEN fi 
am 
2 


HE REALLY /¢ 
NOBITAL 
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Lae inne 
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‘ 









































OT Ba 
gol 



































I GUESS THERE 
REALLY WAS A 
RELATIONSHIP 

BETWEEN THE RAINY 

SEASON AND THE 
AME-WARASHI, 
RIGHT, YUKO- 















BROUGHT 
ME BACK 
TO LIFE. 


TO INFLATE 


INFLATABLE 
POOL, BLT 


YOU DON'T 
ANY NORMAL EVEN HAVE A 


HUMAN WOLLD 
ID PUMP/ 
LOOK LIKE ME/ He Me 









































ANP BECAUSE 
WATANLKI WORKED 
SO HARD, I’LL 
||| GIVE HIM A PEEP AT 


SOMETHING OF 
MINE THAT'S 



















































IT’S A PIPE 
CASE, RIGHT? 


YDKO-SAN, T 





A 
BRUSH? 






































, A (i 






























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































WHICH END 
1S ITS TAILP 
I CANT 
FIGURE IT 


wlTSA 
CREATURE 
OFFERED AS 
PAYMENT 
BY AN AME- 
WARASHI. 


(TS TAIL 
LOOKS 
LIKE A 
FOX’S 
TAIL, 
DOESN'T 





SFOX’P 
WHERE DO 
YOU GET A 
FOX FROM 


Be 


ITS SO 
CUTE, BUT 
IT HAS 
INCREDIBLE 
SPIRITUAL 
POWERS. 


52 
















HELPED ME, 
I/D HAVE TO 
PAY FOR IT 
BY HAVING 
THE WAGES 
DEDUCTED 
FROM MY 


YOU'RE 
RIGHTS 


WHEN IT COMES 
TO PRESENTS 
FROM THE HEART, 
THEY SHOULD BE 
DELIVERED IN 
PERSON! 
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I/LL TRY 
TO FIND HER 
ON MY OWN, 

THANK YOU 
VERY MUCH. 


WATRNUKIS 


AGOOD 
Boy! 
HE 
SHOLLD 


GETA Pri 


> ‘STAR! 


* 








DO YOu 
HAVE A 
WHITE DAY 
PRESENT 
PREPARED 
FOR THE 
ZASHIKI- 
WARASHIP 


























HOW 


AWFULS 


YOU ACT 
AS IF I’M 
SOME SORT 
OF MISER/ 





BOY 


oop 
Boy & 
> = # ) CONVICTION.| 


WAS IT YOU 
INTENDED 


A ZASHIKI- 
1 WARASHI ALL] 
ON YOUR 


SAN ONCE 
SAID THAT 
THEY LIVE 
SOT/LL INMOLIN- 
HEAD DEEP TRINS/ 
INTO THE 
MOUNTAINS, 





NOT 
FINISHED 
YET. 


HAVE A 
SEAT. 


IF IT WASN’T 
FOR THE DEBT 
I OWE DOMEK! 

FOR THE TIME 
AT THE 
HYDRANGERS, 

I WOULDN'T 

HAVE TO HELP 
HIM NOW/ 


TA ARARAD 











JUST NOW... 


DID YOU 
TOUCH My 














AH! AS 
AH! AH! 
AH! AHS 


INSIDE MY 
CLOTHES... 


ZI 
=a 



























































































































MATT aT alee TaeL | 
le a 
1 = aie Ay 
| ] 
y oy 
‘ 4 

i 

W 





































































































HEARD OF | 
THEMP | 
Ze 


Co 


My 
HE SAID GRAND- 
THEY WERE FATHER 
ONE TYPE TALKED 
OF MAGICAL ABOUT 
CREATURE. THEM A 
LITTLE. 


SHE’LL SRY 
THAT I TOOK 
IT AND HAVE 


TO PRY SOME 
KIND OF 
“USAGE FEE*/ 
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yiko-SAN 
CALLED IT A PIPE 
FOX SPIRIT. 


IT WAS WHAT 
THE AME-WARASHI 









SO THIS | 
A PIPE FO 
SPIRIT? 








UH 
IF SHE 


REALIZES 
THAT IT’S HERE, 
THEN SHE'LL 
PROBABLY 
DEDUCT MORE 

OF MY PRY// 


SAN SAID 

iN THEY HAD 
INCREDIBLE 

SPIRITUAL 
POWERS... 





SMALL, 
T CAN'T 
TELL, 




















258 























= SOMETHING == 


PRINTED ON £ = 
ES HER SHIRT? 

















SOMETHING 
DEFINITELY 
STICKING 


THEN SOME 
SORT OF 

COSPLAYP 

Bs WEARING IT ON TOP 

“SA. OF HER CLOTHESP 

































































































































































































































































































































































I WONDER 
IF THEY’RE 
GETTING i 
POPULAR AT Hi = WINGS ON 
SCHOOLP fe aAGIRI’S 





MAYBE 
“7 HIMAWARI- 
CHAN WILL 





T DON'T THINK 
THERE’S ANY 
PARTICULAR RULE 
STATING THAT *NO- 
STUDENTS MAY 
WEAR WINGS" IN 
THE STUDENT 














ARH 
NOs 


YOU CAN'T 
COME OUT/ 


I'M GOING 

TO HAVE TO 

EXPLAIN THIS 
To yOKO! 


THAT THIS 
PIPE FOX SPIRIT 
CAME ALONG OF 

ITS OWN ACCORD/ 
IFT DON'T, SHE’S GOING. 


TOTAKERBITEQUTOF 
MY PAYCHECKS 














wy 
AND AFTER | | GOING TO 
DINNER, Son HAVE REIMEN 


TLLWANTA A FOR DINNER | = 






























































—_— 





C= = 
Sy, 









DOWN AT 
SCHOOL 
TODRY, AND | 


LT PICKED 
(TUR 


U] 2 (T CAME 
FLOATING 





WHERE IT CAME 


FROM, AND T | 
SAW A GIRL WITH 
WINGS ON HER 


. 
’ 

. 
NK 
KN, 
\ 


ss 
E_| 
A zg ’ jy 


NS 
(Le 


















































































































































































































































































































































































































































WATANUKI- 
KUN, Q / WHAT AM I 


ARE YOU ” } GAVE TO DO, 
FINISHED? | Y@ AND HOW 
, a SHOLLD I 
BE CAREFUL 
OF ITP 


DOES 
SHE MEAN 
PLAYING 
A GAME? 























NOT 
YET. 







IS KIND 

















BUT I'M SO OF ROLIGH TO 
HAPPY THAT T CAN BE SKETCHING TLL BE 
BE HERE ALONE 3 ON A HOT DAY 
WITH HIMAWARI- r LIKE TODAY, 
CHAN/ 
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THOSE 
WINGS/ § 








THE WINGS: 
I SAW 
YESTERDAY... 









+» THEY WERE 





























THEONES & 
YOU TALKED WINGS? 
ABOUT 
YESTERDAY? 





IT WAS 
AGIRL 
FROM 


ON DRY DUTY CLASS 2. 

















- TO EAT LUNCH 
I DIDN'T GO WITH HIMAWARI- 


SEE THEM CHAN TODAY? 
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a7, 





WAS ALWAYS 
SUCH FN ERSY- 
| GOING GIRL. 


HIMAWERI- 

CHAN WAS 

SHOCKED! | 
| 


AT HOW SHE ACTED: 
IN BRT CLASS. 








































































































|... BECAUSE OF 
THE WINGS. 















































ae 
~, 


GG 
SS 


UG 


\ 
a 


N 


x 





an 
YOU GET k THERE'S 


SOME STRANGE| SOMETHING 


FEELING FROM =| WEIRD ABOUT 
THEM? ]\ THOSE WINGS, | | 


BUT YOU 
REMEMBER 
WHEN I FOUND 

A FEATHER... 


NOTHING 
AT ALL. 


a WHEN I WAS HELPING YOU 



















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































CAREFUL 


BEING ‘GAME oe = 7 WHEN 


IS VERY ° YUKO-SAN 
DANGEROUS” NOTICED 


IT... 


. SHE 
Ce SAID TO 
ME... 
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WHAT 
“GAME” COULD 


SHE BE TALKING 


ABOUT? 


IF 
ANYTHING 
HAPPENED 


WHATS 
YOUR 


PROBLEM? 
WHAT I DO 
IS MY 
BUSINESS/ 


WW TELLS YOu 


TO BE 
CAREFUL, 
you'D 
BETTER 
NOT GO 
STICKING 
YOUR 
NECK OUT. 





THAT’S 
EVEN 


WORSE } L 
At 


HELLOS 
HELLO! 


DO YOU TWO 

WANT TO COME 

WITH MEP I WAS: He 
THINKING OF 1g qHET 

GOING TO THE pight? 
NIGHT FAIR. 





SHE WENT 
OUT WITH 
MOKONA/ 








IT WOULDN‘T 
BE ABLE TO 
HAVE AS MANY 
OPPORTUNITIES 
TO LAUGH AT | 
AN IDIOT IN 
ACTION. 


DAMN 
AN | THAT JERK 
DOMEKW/ 


THE 
MISTRESS 


» TODAY! 
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MISTRESS 
SAID, 
IT’S TOO 

BAD/* 


v 


“MAKING 
FUN OF” 
NOT, 
SHAVING 
FUN MISTRESS 
a SAID, *I WAS 
WITH 30 LOOKING 
FORWARD TO 
MAKING FUN 
<| OF WATANUKI 
AGAIN TODAY!” 


WATRNUKIS 
AITSUKKOMY 
YOU Guys HAVE A TSUKKOMI! 


YUKATA, RIGHT? 
I REMEMBER IT. 


I CAME ACROSS YOUR 
YUKATA WHEN T AIRED 
OUT THE CONTENTS OF 
ALCHEST OF DRAWERS, 











MARU AND 
MORO MAY YOU CAN'T 
NEVER LEAVE | | GO ANYWHERE 
THE SHOR WITHOUT 
PERMISSION 
FROM YUKO- 
SANP 
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~~ Hh 
nile i 
































rr i i fe ek 






INGIDE THE 
SHOP AND OUT 
MAY LOOK LIKE 
THE SAME KIND 
OF PLACE BUT 
THEY AREN'T, 
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HOSE 
WITHOUT SOULS 
“| CHNNOT CROSS THE | 


M5 BORDER BETWEEN 
are THE INSIDE FIND 

\ Y’ THE OUTSIDE 
THEIR 


BODIES ——o- 
COULDN'T \ (‘“£, 
TAKE IT. = 





| lian 
i | \ yw 





ATTA 
| MAT HANA 


Wes 
































































































































































































































i) 
| 


281 






r 





| 
il) 


i 
H 











tt 


h 





a | 


YOU SAY i 
INSIDE THE 
SHOP AND OUT 
ARE DIFFERENT... 
WHAT DOES 
THAT MEAN? 
i 


ty mM all 


















AFTER THAT, THINGS 
Les GOT ALITTLE ROWDY, 
ALLE \ AND TCOLLONT GET 
FRIENDS! | A SERIOUS ANSWER 
‘OLIT OF BNYBODY 






















HiMAWARI- 
CHAN// 











WATANUKI- | 
4 KLN/ 
| ] | h| 


ct 
I/MSORRY! 
DID YOU WAIT ] iil 
Y)] 




























































GET HERE A 
LITTLE EARLY. /, 











































































































































































































































































































































































































AND I HAD 


| DOMEKI-KUN 





LET'S GO, 


WHO ELECTED 
YOU LEADER, 
YOU CREEP! 


L 
Xe 


LOOK 
AT ALL THE 
STALLS! 


goer KUN, YOU 
, 
WHO 2 SH Lice NIGHT 
COMES | pales 


PLACES WITH 
LARGE CROWDS [Phy. 
LIKE THIS, THEY | 
TEND TO COME 
OUT, SO I CAN'T 
GO TO THESE 
THINGS TOO 








‘ a 
THE REASON ee 
I DON’T SEE 4 


SPIRITS. 


AND BECAUSE THERE'S 
ASHRINE CLOSEBY 3 


BUT IT 
DOESN'T 
EVEN STILL, ge ae 
T RESPECT HIM - HE MAKES 
ALITTLE BIT... 3 ME ANGRY/ 
AND AT OTHER | a 
TIMES I DON’T \ 
RESPECT HIM/ 


CAN'T DENY THAT HE'S: 
HELPED ME OUT OF FR FEW 
TIGHT SPOTS. 


MP Pi EE, 


BUT... 
BUT... 
IT DOESN'T 
CHANGE 
THE FACT... 








7 fethenl OME O 2 


a 


7 HE'S THE ONE (/>F= 





NOT UNTIL 


‘pes Yr 
ere f 
Wea 


: VA Ot 
x Ale oA 


\ 
SK 





WHO BUMPED === 
INTO ME! = 











THE WINGS 
HAVE GOTTEN 
BIGGER// 


























HE MADE 
ME MAD/ 


WHAT iS 
WRONG 
WITH YOUP! 











WHAT’S 


GOING ON 
- WITH THOSE 
2 WINGSPY 














ABSOLUTELY 
SURE BUT... 






























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































scorer ttl 
mi "Mb 
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“i y hf i) 
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Ue 


iy 
(| hi iy 


Ay ge Go 




















Al 
| PO 
sieasrtes 
ped 

Sh 


aly if 
WV i 


ys 
fn 
mid 


ay 
Ry Ry 



























YOU GET 
ME SO 
IRRITATED! 





wu 4 " : . mT A = 
4 
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| y 
i 
MA 


| | & 









































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































mi = 


Mee \ 
YOU'RE THE | 
ONE WHO ! 





SHOULD | 
APOLOGIZE. | 
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“” fF . pe 
\ i 
js 
TO BECAREFLUL | # 
| 


CREATURE TO 






PREY ON. 























































































































































































































































































































































































































THE NURSE 
BANDAGED 
HIM UR 
THEY SAID THE 


VERY DEER. 








3 f 


| aU naees 

| Has] 

& 
v) . 

= \\ Ye 


ee 





ne 















SEE HER. 
HE TRIED 


i! TO SNAP 
HER OLIT OF 






















































































Hi LINE THOSE WINGS 
A PARALYZE A 
PORTION ‘ ff] PORTION OF THE 

HUMAN HEART. 


PERSON/S 
RESTRAINT 


THE 
PART OF 
ALHERRT 
THAT 
ISA ENDURES 
CRITICAL Dis- 
ASPECT COMFORT. 
WHEN 
DERLING THAT 
WITH, CAN HOLD 


OTHERS. BACK. 





MORE 
CRITICAL 
THAN EVEN 
LOVE. 


EVEN IF YOU LOVE 
SOMEONE, IF YOU 
DON’T KNOW HOW 
TO DEAL WITH THEM, 
ILL TURN TO 
VIOLENCE. 
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.--FAIND WHEN SHE WAS 
EXPOSED TO THINGS 





THAT SHE COULD HANDLE 


WITH NO 
NORM 
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A THE WINGS 
PARALYZE =| 
1 THAT PART... 



































IN 
i! 
Pi | 
il 
PROBLEM UNDER WA il 
AL CONDITIONS, ..- | | 
FIA I TM 
ya li 
HH 
H | I] 
7 arerenill ff oF Seq oa ih 
1 | | ete tal i | ! | | | fl | 
i ye. hu HATA i 
i 6 MT Ry) 
Li i] I 3 
j a rill \ 
| ; tif 
th i { 
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THERE IS 
A SURFACE 
LEVEL TO THAT 


\ WHICH WE CALL 

MUL IVIP] «IT’S ONLY THE “HEART,” 

ATURAL BUT THERE 
THAT SHE'D IS ALSO AN 
BE AN EMPTY INSIDE. 























=F (4 Tee 
ad $0, | : 









YOU NEED 
ONE WITH AN 
IMMENSELY 
ARE THEY | STRONG WILL 
spiritsP | TO RETURN A LIKE 
SOUL TOA DOMEKI 
SHELL ONCE DURING 
WEWERE —|T’S BEEN THAT TIME 
| ABLETO STOLEN. WITH THE 
} DO IT THEN ZASHIKI- 
BECAUSE WARASHI 
iT WAS 
DOMEKI- 


KUN. 
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qi cacD 
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Se 
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an: 


awe| THEY'RE 
VERMIN... 


THEY’RE 





SHE 

WON'T BE 

YOULL SEE THE ONLY 
OTHERS. ONE. 


OTHER 
PEOPLE WITH 
WINGS camer |“ 
SPROUTING 
PEOPLE’S 
FROM THEIR, ' SOLLS, 
BACKS, 



































IT ALL THE 





HOWEVER... MOST NORMAL 
THE WINGS PERSON YOU ELEVISION 
DON'T ATTACH EVER SAW,” OR, someone * sate : 
THEMSELVES ‘THAT’D BE THE COMMITS your 
TO JUST AIT) LAST PERSON A HORRIBLE us 
ANYBODY I’D SUSPECT OF CRIME, AND 
DOING IT/” WHEN THEY M 
INTERVIEW A anise 
PERSON WHO AI] 
KNOWS THE | 
CRIMINAL... 
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AND AFTER THE 
CRIME IS OVER, THE 





























ONE WHO DID IT 
THERE ARE BASIC | LOOKS SO SERENE. 
REQUICEMENT S) EVERYONE HAS TO | 
THEY CAN ASK THEMSELVES, 
ONLY ATTACH “HOW DID IT HAPPEN? 


THEMSELVES TO 
THOSE PEOPLE 
WHO WANT 
STRONGLY 

TO BE FREE OF 
INHIBITIONS. | | 
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/ THERE’S 
SOMETHING I 
| HAVE TO ASK 





HOW LONG 
IS IT GOING 
TO STAY 
THIS BIG?! 
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(T LIKES 
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y WATANUKI! 
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THE FACT 
THAT IT LIKES 





I’M AFRAID IT TAKES 
SOME PRETTY PURE 
“CHI” TO TURN FA PIPE 
FOX SPIRIT BACK 
AFTER IT’S BECOME 
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> BUT 

THE AMOUNT 
OF PURE CHI 
NEEDED TO 

RETURN A PIPE 
FOX SPIRIT 
TO NORMAL 
SIZE MIGHT 

LEAVE HIM 

COMATOSE. 


T REALLY 
DON’T NEED 
TO BE IN ANY 
MORE DEBT 

TO HIM THAN £ 
ALREADY AM. 





Iv"S 
TRUE THAT 
DOMEKI 
HAS A CHI 


ON: 


ral 





WHERE ELSE 
IS THERE A 


PLACE WITH 
ALOT OF 
PURE CHI... 





THEN T’LL 
HAVE TO GO 
TO DOMEKI, 

HUH? 


WILL YOU GO 
TO DOMEKI'S 
PLACEP 


GRACIOUSLY, 
DO YOU? 
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waeroo | ie e I BROUGHT 
bear ; MP WATER FROM| 
ee Oe Ji THE WELL OUT 








We 
LIBERATED 
IT SECRETLY 
FROM A 
SHINTO 


MEANING 
THIS THING IS 
STOLENP! 


WE PRID A 
PROPER AND 
FAIR PRICE 






































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































+ WAS A 
SPECIAL 
ORDER 

FROM THE 

‘GENERAL 
STORE.” 






































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































TO MAKE THE 
WELL WATER 
EVEN MORE 
































BUT WHAT 
IS THIS URN 
SUPPOSED— GO AHEAD 
AND POUR 
THE WATER 
INTO THE 








Now, 
LOOK 
INSIDE 

THE IRN. 
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creation... 





| location where 
schemes brew, 












































































































































IT CERTRINLY 
‘SEEMED LIKE 
WE WERE. «ee THAT 


GETTING 
ae SHE JUST 


INTO THE SENT US 
URN, BLT... SOMEPLACE 


I DONT 
GET THIS 
PLACE, BUT 
THE AIR 
SURE IS 
NICE/ 





ie 


WENT BACK 
TO NORMAL. 








Ris 


ee 


HOW THE 
HECK AM I 
SUPPOSED 

TO GO 
HOME?! 
HOMEP/ 
HOMEP/ 


AND 


+ THIS IS = THAT 


APLACE MERNS 
THAT IS 

FILLED 

WITH 

SOME 
KIND OF 

‘PURE 





NOTICE LIS... 
WHAT A FOOLS 





HE HASN'T 
NOTICED US. 
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+. COMING 


FROM 
HEREP 


J 
, 
wa ‘ aN 
4 a 
SO ;; i i . ' iTS 
\6/ YQ ee 
you t& THE 
te LOOKS DAFFOD| 
HIM. SCARED/ 
, Joe NOW I'VE 
¢e Ve Oo THING/ 
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Tis 
| FINISHED. 


MUST GO 
FINISH YOUR 
| BUSINESS. 
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THINGS 
STARTLE 


ME WHEN 
THEY 
SUDDENLY 


SUDDENLY THE 
SCENERY HAS. 
CHANGED... 


THEY MAY 
TELL ME TO 
FINISH MY 
BUSINESS... 
THE PIPE 
FOX SPIRIT 
LOOKS 
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YOU ON THE 
MOUNTAIN? 



















































































































































































































































































































































































THE THING 
YOu CAME 
THROUGH 


IS A *HIGH- 
MOON URN.” 












































THEY SAY THAT 
WORLD IS MADE 
UP OF NYMPHS 
TRANSFORMED 





No. 
= AS 
EN 











But I NEVER 
LEFT THE LRN. 


THERE ARE 
DAFFODILS 
BLOOMING ON 
THIS MOUNTAIN, 
SO IT MUST HAVE 


BEEN AN EASY 
CONNECTION 
TO MAKE. 


a e 
a 
oo 
G YOU CRM! 
i 


INTO DAFFODILS. 











AB is aseprente \° 
“td WORLD OF GREAT 
"ag SPIRITUAL POWER 

WITHIN THE URN. 








IE 
THROUGH A PLACE 
WHERE MANY | 
DAFFODILS WERE 
BLOOMING, THEN 
IT WOLLD BE THE 
DAFFODIL URN. 


a 
| ae 


i) 


RU 
Zi) 


THIS IS WHERE WE 
LIVE RIGHT NOW. 


I7’S A MOUNTAIN 


CALLED REIZAN. 


PLACES 
FILLED WITH 
PURE CHI ARE 
JOINED BY 
PATHS OF CHI. 
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0-DID YOU 
¢4 HAVE SOME 
j, ERRAND 

ON THIS 














THIS IS 
WHAT SHE 
MEANT BY 
TWO BIRDS 

WITH ONE 


LITTLE WET, 
BUT IT’S 
PROTECTED 
{| BY APLASTIC 

ava COVERING, 
<1 SO IT SHOULD 
A rors 














I WANTED IT 
TO BE FOOD. 


BUT SINCE I 
DIDN'T KNOW WHEN 
I/D SEE YOU AGAIN, 

FOOD WAS NOT 

AN OPTION. 


S-SORRY/ 


TOO LATE, 
ISNT IT. 





AND 

\j., ON TOP wif 
‘OF THAT, 

" T CAUSED: 


























































































































T COULDN'T 
FIGURE OUT 
WHAT’S A 
GOOD GIFT 
FOR A GIRL. 
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NOW EVE 


CREATOR 
NOTICED AND 
HIT IT WITH 
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SINCE YOU 
ENTERED THE 
URN USING WELL 
WATER, THE 


WELL WAS YOUR 
Dial CONNECTION, 
( AND THAT 
DETERMINED 
WHERE YOU 
RETURNED. 


DON'T GIVE eaves 

ME YOUR | Szowen 
“WELCOME (N THAT 
H OME ” STUPID 


I DON'T 
NEED YOUR 
LAUGHTER, 

EITHER/ 


ARE YOU 
LISTENING 
TO ME, 

YOKO-SANP! 
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Translation Notes 


For your edification and reading pleasure, here are notes to help 
you understand some of the cultural and story references from our 
translation of xxxHOLic. 














Valentine’s Day in 


HOW CAN 
Japan, page 353 SYRORAN- 
(For amore detailed KUN AND 
explanation, see the last Tre 
volume.) Unlike ME GIFTS 


Valentine's Day in America, 
Valentine's Day in Japan is 
an opportunity for the 
women to give chocolate to 
the men. Of course, there 
are committed couples and 
obligational business relationships where chocolate is given, but the 
main objective is a way for a girl to reveal to a guy that she likes him. 
If her feelings are requited, the guy is then supposed to reciprocate 
one month later on March 14, which is called White Day. A gift of 
something white indicates that the guy “accepts” the girl's feelings. 
(Of course, if aman is given.a Valentine's Day gift out of obligation, 
he is obligated to give a gift in return on White Day.) 


FOR WHITE 











pr Séki Soba, page 354 

Soba (‘noodles’) are to Okinawa 
(even more than the rest of Japan) a 
regional main course much like hot 
dogs are to America or tortillas to the 
Mexican diet. Since soba is so 
Inexpensive and readily available, 
even the presence of the U.S. military 
bases has not been able to overwhelm soba’s importance in 
Okinawa. Quite the opposite! Soba generally becomes a favorite of 
foreigners, as well. Okinawan noodles are thicker and firmer than 
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the noodles popular in the rest of Japan, and S6ki Soba—"spare-rib 
noodles"—are one of the Okinawan favorites. 





re Sata Andagi, page 355 
Since Okinawa’s tropical 
atmosphere is good for sugar, 
sata~ya (sugar factories) 
SATA f \ are one of the traditional 
ANDAGI// pt Okinawan industries. And 
ae one of the uses of Okinawan 
black sugar is Sata Andagi, 
also called Okinawan 
doughnuts. They are made of 
a simple recipe consisting of 
sugar, eggs, vanilla, flour, milk, salt and baking powder mixed and 
deep fried into a crispy confection. Sata Andagi1s probably the 
most popular sweet in Okinawa. 









K 





The Rainy Season (Tsuyu), page 356 

June is the rainy season in Japan, it rains nearly every day and 1s 
pretty much cloudy all month. It’s usually looked on with dread by 
the denizens of Tokyo, but the rainy season still has its romantic 
implications in its relationship to the umbrella. Two names inside a 





ce 


is fr | 
ofl 
| V ‘\ BUT IT’S 
a = THE TIME FOR 


THE RAINY 





SO THERE 
(SN’T MUCH 
WE CAN DO 

ABOUT IT. 




















heart is an American children's symbol for love, and the Japanese 
equivalent symbol! is two names under an umbrella. Many Japanese 
romantics have conveniently “forgotten” their rain gear during the 
rainy season, hoping that they'd be invited to walk home together 
under the shelter of a certain someone's umbrella. In prewar Japan, 
it was one of the few allowable intimacies in public. That isn’t so 
much of a problem in modern Japan, but the umbrella has still 
retained some of its romantic aura. 





Nobita, page 195 

Americans have been introduced to many 
iconic characters from Japan—characters 
such as Tetsuwan Atom (Astroboy), 
Godzilla, and even Ultraman, but one of 
the icons that hasn't made it to the 
Western Hemisphere with any force yet 1s 
a blue, snowman-shaped robotic cat from 
the future named Doraemon. He's the 
greatest best friend a person could have, 
offering unflagging loyalty and a gadget 
for every occasion. The person he’s most 
dedicated to is a grade-school boy, 
Nobita. Nobita is lousy at sports, unpopular, not too bright, often 
bullied, and constantly looking for the easy way out, and when 
anything goes wrong, he always runs crying all the way home. He's 
become Japan's symbol for the crybaby. 







YOU CAME | 
CRYING ALL | 
| = THE WAY 
HOMEP 


JUST LIKE 
NOBITA-KUN! 








HER NAME"S 
HIMAWAR!, 
AFTER ALLY 


Himawari’s Name, page 203 
Himawari means “sunflower,” so with such 
a sunny name, it's easy to understand why 
a rain spirit would be wary of getting close 
to her. 














Pipe Fox Spirit (Kuda- 
kitsune), page 256 

A traditional magical creature from 
T6hoku region (northern part of the 
main island of Honshu). Some of the 


SOME- 
THING'S | traditions related to Pipe Fox Spirits 


INSIDE My are: Those who own Pipe Fox Spirits 


SLURS a avoid weddings like the plague. When 


farm items and produce are stolen or if 
a crop goes badly, it is often blamed on 
Pipe Fox Spirits. People possessed by 
Pipe Fox Spirits become rich. And 11's said that the only people who 
can catch a Pipe Fox Spirit are ascetics who live beneath the Mitake 
Shrine outside of Tokyo. 











Cosplay, page 261 

Short for Costume Play, cosplay has a broader 
meaning in Japan than the same concept in 
America. It can mean creating costumes to look 
like one's favorite movie or anime characters, but 
it can also mean dressing in the style of one’s 
favorite singer, or making a fashion statement 
with outrageous clothes and cosmetics. 















Reimen and Makkori, 


/ a a 
‘aot a oweRE | page 263 
PNG ETE 2 rane Rei are noodl ally in 
DINNER, HAVE REIMEN etmen are noodles, usually 
TLL WANT AL FOR DINNER ~— soup, served cold. It 1s especially 
GLASS OF TONE 


popular during the hot months of 
summer. Reimen is often flavored 
with kim-chee or other spicy 
Korean flavorings . . . which 1s 
exactly why Yako wanted 
Makkori, a Korean rice wine, for 
afterwards, keeping the Korean 
theme. 


MAKKORI/ 
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Night Fair, page 278 


Usually connected to temples or 
cultural centers in the summertime, 
the night fairs feature lanes lined 
with stalls that sell food or run games 
like the goldfish catch. Children are 
allowed to stay out late at these fairs, 
and the standard dress for visitors is 
the cool “yukata” cotton kimono. 











Ke Vv 
DO YOU TWO 
WANT TO COME 
WITHMEPT WAS — oyo 
THINKING OF ig qyat 
GOING TO THE 
RI 
Nicht FAIR, RIGHTF 


See 










Ko, page 314 

The kanji for Ko 1s made up of 
three mushi Cinsect”) kanji, 
and also means vermin, worm, 
bug, bad temper, or bad 
company. 








Reizan, page 352 
The name of the 
mountain, Reizan, is 
made up of two kanji, 
“Spirit” and “Mountain.” 
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THIS IS WHERE WE 
LIVE RIGHT NOW. 


(1’S A MOUNTAIN 
CALLED REISAN. 
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vs THAT’S 

WEARING AN ODD- 
A LOOKI 

KIMONO CAT 
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Ris va “SS 
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WE'VE RUN WHAT'S 
OUTOF — ALL THE 
SNACKS NOISE 
TOGO ABOUT, f  ANYONE 
WITH OUR WATANUKI fh I WHO'D SEE A 
DRINKING! =P 5 CAT'S FACE 
AND GO INTO 
MiRN BOSH A PANIC MUST 
: : BE THE 
RUDEST OF 


PEOPLE! 























GOOD 
EVENING, 
yOKo- 
CHAN. 
























































DEEP IN 
CONVERSATION 


REALLY? 


ie IS IT THAT 


MOVE THE Aah oar | eee 
SMALL TALK "\ F \\ ALREADYP 
/) 


OFF OF ME, 














NOW BOTH 
Ways {OF THEM ARE 
DRINKS/ STAGGER NGLY 
TMP DRUNK! 
WE NEED \ _ 
DRINKS! 


















































GEEZ, NOW 
I’M GOING 
TO HAVE 
TO STOCK 
lip ON 
EKI-KYABE 
FOR THE 
HANGOVERS 
TOMORROW. 
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WE ALL FELT 
THE URGE 
TO GET 
TOGETHER 
RAFTER ALL 
THE RAIN. 





SO THE 
AND HE ZASHIKI 
COMPLETED WARASHI 
THE TASK HAS 
FROM FALLEN 
THE AME FOR HIM, 
WARASHI...P EHP 


AND THE 
PIPE FOX 
SPIRIT 
SEEMS 
VERY 
ATTACHED. 


WILL YOU 
LOOK AT 
THE TIMES 
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THIS YEAR, 
PLEASE 
MAKE ITA 
GIFT TO 
































WATANLUKI 
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sO 
SOMETHING 
WEIRD WILL 
HAPPEN WITH 


ACCORDING 17, HUH 
TO YUKO-SAN, 
IF I HOLD IT, 
I CAN TAKE 
PART. 


| APPARENTLY 
T/LL ONLY KNOW 





IF I TAKE PART. 


I ALREADY 
HAVE PLANS 
FOR TONIGHT, 


HIMRWRRI- 
CHAN/ 


LIKE TO GO 
WITH ME 
TONIGHT? 
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WHAT 
ABOUT 
DOMEKIP 





CARE WHAT ne SAID 
WAS THERE HAPPENS! THAT You 
A PREVIOUS |, § 4 r’MNor 


TIMEP [3 : GOING TO DIDN’T HAVE 
A ee ie TO COME// 


SO... 
WHAT WERE WE 
SUPPOSED TO 

DO WITH ITP 





BUT... 


| 
| ITISN'THOT 





SAN'S 
WRITING. } 


“THEREFORE, TWO 
PEOPLE HOLDING IT 
MUST HOLD IT AS IF 
THEY HAD A CLOSE 
RELATIONSHIP” 


SWARNING/ 
ONLY THOSE ACTUALLY 
HOLDING THE HOZUKI 
MAY TAKE PART.” 


































































































‘IN MUCH 
































THE SAME WAY 





A NEWLYWED 
COUPLE WOULD 
HOLD THE KNIFE 

TO CUT THE 
WEDDING 
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YOU MEAN ANY 
WHERE SPECTERS Ds 
Z AND THOSE ARTIFACT | 
mq SPIRITS GOWALKING Be 
ALONG CARRYING 


LIGHTS? 
IT WAS, UM... 


> 


THE 
PAINTINGS 
ARE CALLED 
“GAZU HYAKKI 
yaké.” 
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HYAKKI 
yakor 


7 
THEY PRINTED ETS 


SCENES LIKE 
THIS DURING THE 
EDO PERIOD. 


so... 
WE’RE IN 
THE WORLD 
OF THE 
PAINTINGS? 


YOU DON’T 
KNOW?P/ 


FIRST YOU ACT 

LIKE YOU KNOW 

EVERYTHING, 
THEN THIS// 


COME ON// 





Gi WHAT 
d SO THIS F ARE YOU 
, 16 A HYAKKI DON’T COME 
SI | a 
wale you YAKO THEN? QUICK, YOU'LL 
CALL IT WHEN BE LEFT BEHIND. 
WE GATHER LIKE 
THIS ONCE A 
YEAR AND GO 
WALKING? 


HYAKKI 
YAKS WILL 
LERVE/ 




















WE’RE NOT IN 

we ort, Ha | Root 
igldindliett THERE ARE ee 
SOME KIND Nua ; 
CR OED PICTURES | 

IT ISN'T OF THISP 

AVERY 


| GOOD 
ONE 





ae Peta af 
Ne 
am 












\ 
ex 


‘o ~~ 









































YOU DON'T Sy | 
SMELL ANY- Denes 
4 THING WEIRDP om WE'LL 
BE LEFT 
THERE’S NO LET'S BE BEHIND 
ROTTEN SMELL OFF/ AS WELL! 
\ 


THAT MAKES 
YOU WANT TO 
THROW UPP 





NOTHING 
LIKE THAT. 


SO THAT 
MEANS... 
THAT THERE’S 
NOTHING BAD 
TO KEEP YOU 
FROM TAKING 
PART IN THE 
HYAKKI YAKO. 

















THE TIMES WHEN 
YOU SAW SOMETHING, 
BUT IT DIDN’T MAKE 
YOU SICK... 


MAY BE 

WEHAVE RIGHT, 

NO IDER BUT... 

THAT THIS 

TIME IT 
WON’T 
BE DIF- 
FERENT. 


«+ THOSE THINGS 
NEVER HAD ANY 
BAD INTENTIONS 

TOWARD YOU. 


ON THE OTHER HAND, THEY DID PUT 
YOU IN SOMEWHAT DANGEROLS 
‘SITUATIONS, THOUGH. 
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DIFFERENCE 
BETWEEN 
THE GOOD 
THINGS 
AND BAD 
THINGS, 













































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































WHY DO 
YOU THINK 
THAT? 


THE BASIS 
FOR THIS 
THEORY? 
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+ THE 
HYAKKI YAKO 


Beet ba NOT ANY 
AWRY BASIS 


| WHERE ARE WE 
y SUPPOSED TO! 
BE HEADEDP 


WE BOTH HAVE 
TO HOLD IT/ 
IT SLOWS MY 

RUNNING: 
DOWN/ 














I FEEL A 
PRESSURE, BUT 





IF THOSE 
FLOWERS ARE 
GOING TO 
BLOOM, IT/LL 


BECOME 
EVEN MORE 
IMPRESSIVE 











IT LOOKS 
LIKE THEY’ RE 
BRINGING 
THE HOZUKI 
OVER TO THE 
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I WANT TO 
KNOW WHAT 
WE'RE GOING 
TO DO WITH 
THE HUMAN. 





HK: 
< 





A SOUL THAT 
DRIVES RWAY 
EVIL SPIRITS 
THAT WOULD 
DO US HARM/ 


rsa | 
WONDERFUL | 
CHARM! 






HE REALLY 
IS ANICE 
PERSON! 


SO PLEASE... 


HAJA-YAS 


IT CONTAINS 


| THE ESSENCE 


OF THE HEART 
OF ONE WHO 
HAS A PLUIRE 
SOUL! 






I GOT THIS 
FROM THE 
HUMAN HERES 





HE ATE MY 
FATHER’S 
ODEN AND 
SAID |T WAS 
DELICIOUS/ 


AND 
AFTERWARD 


HE GAVE THIS 


TO MES ( 
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Understood. 


their fill. 


= 
Ss 
28 
See 
gs 
= 





one 


T THOUGHT 
T HEARD THE 
TREE SPEAK. 


J ANY IM- 
BUT I’M STILL a5 IM 4 PRESSIONS 
AFRAID TO FROM THE 
GO ANYWHERE ! 
NEAR IT. 










Now, 


your — step for-| F Wig O? You'll find 
hézuki ward. | > SS or am nothing 


this 
so exalted. 





} our 
| SECRETS 
| ARE OLIT. 















































































































































You only rink 
return with i deep 
itthanks — and 
to the con- well. 

sideration 
of a young 
fox spirit. 8 


RAL 
THANKS once a 


ALOTS 
those who 2°8P 
take part in the 
Hyakki Yaki 
are allowed 
to drink this 


nectar. 








However, 
it will not 
always be 
good things 
that are 
attracted by 
that spirit. 


children 
have rare, 
unequaled 

spirits. 


Y 
< 
You may 
have had 
difficult 
times : 
previously... 9 


... however, 
you are in 
the process 


df 2 
Especially ‘*s 
those who change 
on account of 
meeting a certain 
someone. 


Be certain 
to see that 
change all 
the way 
through. 





(T WASN’T 
€@ DREAM, 











IF IT WAS A 
DREAM THEN 
WE’VE BEEN 
STANDING HERE 
DREAMING FOR 
MORE THAN 
EIGHT HOURS. 











BUT WHY WOULD 
YOKO-SAN GIVE ME 
THIS HOZUKIP 


BECAUSE IT 


WANTED THE 
NECTAR// 





I'S THE 
NECTAR OF THE 
HYAKKI YAKOJ/ 


IT’S BETTER THAN 
THE BEST SAKE 
OUT THERE/! 


WERE JUST... 


HEY! THANKS FOR LETTING 
WE WER US USE YOU!! 


ALMOST EATEN 
BACK THERE// 


BY DEMONS, 


_, NOW, \ 
DOMEKI-KUN, 
WILL YOU 
HAVE A DRINK 
WITH US? 


IT'S 
MOON- 
VIEWING 
SAKE! 
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WHEN THAT 
TREE TOLD 
ME ABOUT 
HOW T’LL 
CHANGE ON 
MEETING A 
CERTAIN 
SOMEONE, 
WAS THAT... 


.+- REFERRING TO THE 
FACT THAT I’M ALWAYS 
BEING LISED EVER SINCE 
I CAME IN CONTACT 
WITH YOKO-SANP 









































WATANUKI// 


IF YOU DON’T 
COME HERE QUICK 
WE’RE GOING 
TO DRINK IT 

ALL UP// 





yy 





WELL YOU 
CAN REALLY 
CHUG IT/ 


| 















Iwas 
WITH YOU 


TOO. DRINK 












\ 






WENT M 









ATANUKL 
AND | WATANUY | GOING YES 
Gor | 'T’SNO FAIR = wile 
TO 
7) | STERLING 
oi OTHER | ORINK I’M 
peopie’s | MORE GOING 
YOu DRINKS/ i! TO HAVE 
SHOULDN'T MORE/ 
TALK/ RNY- 
way! 








YOU'RE | 
DOMEKL i 


A You 
; AFTER ALL/ 


LOOK LIKE 
YOU'VE HAD | 
ENOUGH |) |! 
ALREADY. | a 


























WATANUKI, 









THAT DIDNT = / 
WHO CARES! MAKE RNY 
HE'S DOMEKI, SENSE! 


AFTER ALLS 


Da yl tia MN A 


AH 
HA HA 
HAS 



























All 


HEH HEH HEH 
WATANUK! 
CAN’T HOLD HIS 
LIQUOR 


WHY ARE 
WE DOING 
BUT YOU THIS INA 
CARRIED PARKP 
IT TOO. 


EVEN IF YOU 
DIDN'T COME HERE, 
HE WOULD HAVE 
BROUGHT THE 


HOZUKI FULL OF 
NECTAR TO YOUR 
STORE. 
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YOu 
DON’T WANT 
ME GOING. 
INTO YOUR 
STOREP 


‘ 
*% 
\ 


rap A 


<< OS 


os 


os 


SO THE 
REASON IS 
BECAUSE 
I WAS WITH 
HIM? 











ENTER MY 
STORE. 
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reo rn 





























My STORE 
EXISTS HERE 
BUT IT ALSO 
IS NOT HERE 






































































































































z 
= 
THE ONES WHO = 
CAN ENTER IT ARE a= 
THE ONES WHO = 
NEED TO ENTER. 
















































































JUST THEM 












































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































AND YOURE 
SAYING THAT 
HE NEEDED 

TO ENTER 
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ji HE NEEDS 
| | PRACTICE FOR 
wa Sil WHAT WILL COME 
f i | THATS WHY IN THE FUTURE. 
calhes / /|\) WATANUKI AND THE STORE 


CAME. IS THAT. 























































































































THERE IS NO 
SUCH THING AS 


(——! COINCIDENCE IN 
THIS WORLD. 


THE ONLY THING 
IS HITSUZEN/ 
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Te ONT HIH/ | 


a 

iow 
1 My yg N 
a fl, 
re 
BY SH 
| BS iN, 1) <a . 
{>— ans Te as NTS 
(X oy Us 7D LACS ary 





WHAT THEY 
SAY IS ALL 
TRUES! 


CHAMPAGNE /S 

\. THE ONLY THING 
TO DRINK FOR A 
CELEBRATION/! 





IT’S TO CELEBRATE 
THE FACT THAT I 
CRN GET MY FILL 

OF GOOD LIQUOR 

AGAIN TODRY// 


YOURE 
KIDDING/ 





LIKE SHE 
BATHES IN 
LIQUOR 
EVERY 

NIGHT 














IS THERE 
SOMETHING 
TO CELEBRATE 


DESSERT 
FOR YOU 
TODAY/! 
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WOULD 
MEAN 
YOU'D 
THAT'S 
My WANT 
WARM 
WATA- M 
NUK SAKE 
: WITH ITP 
ABOUT 
Bo CUPS 
WORTHP 


THEM FOR 
THE FIRST 
TIME THIS 
MORNING. 


THEY ARE, 
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TLL BE 
GOING 
HOME 
FOR THE 
NIGHT. 


T/LL BE 
BACK HERE 
ABOUT FIVE 
TOMORROW 





LIKE ISN'T 
WHEN THEY | | THAT JUST roe 
SAY THAT IF P KNOW 
YOU WHISTLE oe SNEVER™ WHAT 
AT NIGHT THE > START. . THEY 
OFA GRAVE, Gycers will THOSE WERRING Ay? 
YOUHAVETO Come our... | OLD WIVES’ NEW 
HIDE YOUR TALES, OR SHOES 
A PROVERB, ar 
OR THOSE NIGHT” 
THINGS 
OLD WOMEN 
CALL WISE 
SRYINGSP 


+» OR IF YOU 
WALK IN FRONT 


- OR IF YOU 

CUT YOUR NAILS 
AT NIGHT, THE 

DEATH OF YOUR 

PARENTS WON'T 4 

APPEAR BEFORE 14 ITISN'TA 
YOUR EYES... 4 PROVERB! 

OR STUFF LIKE i 


FOR EXAMPLE, NO. 
IF YOU CLIT YOUR 
NAILS AT NIGHT, BUT THEY ARE 
THERE WEREN’T JUST MORAL 
MANY LIGHTS A INSTRUCTIONS 
LONG TIME AGO... AND WARN- 
IF YOU CUT THEM INGS, RIGHTP 
WRONG, IT’D BE 

DANGEROUS, 


YOU THINK 
THEY’RE ALL 
RUBBISH? 












THIS IS PRETTY 
SUDDEN! 


WHY? 


|S SOMETHING 
GOING TO HAPPEN 
TONIGHT? 


JUST SO 
I'LL COOK 


FOR YOUP/ © 











































































































WATANUKI 
HOW ABOUT 


THEN WHY DO 

THEY SAY THAT 
THE DEATH OF 
YOUR PARENTS 
WON'T APPEAR 

BEFORE YOUP 

















te 


SLEEPING 
OVER is 
TONIGHT? 








Twas 
THINKING HOW 
NICE PANCAKES 
WOULD BE FOR 

BREAKFAST/! 


I’VE GOT 
SOCCER IN 
GYM CLASS 

TOMORROW. 


I’D BETTER 
CUT THEM. 


HEY, 
THERE’S A 
CLIPPER. 





“IF YOU CUT 
YOUR NAILS 
AT NIGHT, THE 
DEATH OF YOUR 
PARENTS WON'T 
APPEAR BEFORE 

YOUR EYES’... 


AW, MANS 


yOKO-SAN 
IS ALWAYS 
SO SELFISH/ 





BUT 
I DON’T 
HAVE MY 
NAIL 
CLIPPER 
WITH ME... 
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“ALLEL LPT 


















































yf a ay a ae 
Zs a 
E de 


e242 


CZ (27 ST TE) 

















































































































































































































AE 



























































THAT WILL 
COME. if 


hud 




















ITS ALL 
RIGHT NOW 


HAT MEANS 
pics THE 


SHOULDNT T 
























































































































































i] 
ill 
































































































































































































































= 
——— OLDEN TIMES 
—7. THOSE WHO FELL 


















































= TOIT WOLILD NEVER 





























HAVE THE DEATH 
OF THEIR PARENTS 
APPEAR BEFORE 
THEM 


BECAUSE IT 
WAS THEIR 
OWN DERTH. 


eee 


























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































r | noun 
ts 
| Hl AN 















































ONE THING 
IS FOR SURE. 
THERE WAS: 

SOMETHING OUT 

THERE THAT THE 

PEOPLE LONG 
AGO FELT THEY 
SHOLLD PASS 
ON STORIES 


AND AGAIN 


\ 
AHUMAN eff vA 
wi come || ZfAMA WA HUMANS, 


MORE THAN 
WHAT HUMANS 
CAN SENSE. 





.) 


Di q 
b N 
Sfp ® : ‘i 
a t ) Hi 
{ aan ' 


4 
y Ys x 
Ld 
Pe 
my! OM ‘ 
Up 





























































































































( Nii Hn: 4 id 





I SHOULD BE Vile yy 
ABLE TO BAKE £ Lyi Ly , (7S ALL 
SOME SWEET hyd} fy Fl 7a COLLECTED. 
POTATOES WITH ‘ 



















































































IT MUST BE 

DIFFICULT 

DOING ALL 
OF THE 














WHO'S 
YUKO-SAN? 























































































































YOU DIDN'T 
COME TO SEE 
YUKO-SANP 


YOU 

SEEMED TO 

I DIDN'T BE HAVING 
MERN TO SO MUCH 
INTERRUPT. FUN, SOT 
THOUGHT 
I WOULD 
JUST SAY 


IT’S REALLY 
A STORE, 
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A A 
ASTUDENT * 
WORKING? 





HOw 
INDUSTRIOUS! 

































































































































































































































































































































































$0 WHILE 


THAT... 
WE MAY 
NOT BE 

BACK 
TOMOR- 

ROW 
EITHER, 


WE'RE GONE, W 


YOU'LL HAVE | 


AFEW 
DAYS OFF 





WE'RE KIND 
OF STUCK 
HERE, FIND 


IT DOESN'T 


I GUESS 

I WON'T 
BAKE SWEET 
POTATOES IN 
THE FALLEN 

LEAVES. 





THANKS FOR 
THE CALL, AND 
4 TAKE CARE. 
gy 


CAREFUL, 
TOO! 


i 


pe 


’ dl 


I e 
\ i \, \\ 


i 
i 


i! 


Kec: 


il 





AND YOU tN 
PUTA 
MARZIPAN 
SANTA OR 
REINDEER 
ON TOP, 
RIGHT? 


THE LOG 
SHAPE IS 
SO CLTES 


REALLY? 


AT YOUR HOLISE, 
YOU ALWAYS HAVE 
BOCHE DE NOEL 
FOR CHRISTMAS 
CAKE, HIMAWARI- 


HIMAWARI- 
CHAN IS 
JUST THE 
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CAN 


COME Scene 
AND CHEER) THERE'S | YOU'RE 


ACOMPE-| STAYING 
YOUON } TTION | LATER LOT 
THIS TIME, WOBEING 
HARD ON 
ARCHERY, 
HUHP 


HIMAWARI- 
CHAN [S 
CHEERING = 
FOR 

DOMEKIP/? 










DGMEKI- 
KUN, DO 3) 
YOU HAVE |g 
ARCHERY 
PRACTICE 
TODAY? 








YOU'VE GOT 
WORK AT YUKO- 
SAN’S PLACEP 


































































































































































































































































































wi 
\ 


IvS WITH | 
YOKO-SAN. 


ASLEEP INSIDE 


I DON’T 
LINDER- 
STAND 
A WORD 
YOU/RE 
SAYING/ 


WHERE DO 
YOU GET THAT 


IMPRESSION? S 


WHERE’S 
THE PIPE FOX 
SPIRIT? 





WHATP 


yOUGOTA 
COMPLAINT? 


DOMEKI- 
..AlwAYS KUN, AND 
SEEMLIKE YOU, 
THE BEST OF WATANUKI- 
FRIENDS/ KUN... 
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THAT CREEP 
DOMEKI 
ONE BIT// 




























THE THING 
I DONT 
GET MOST 
18 WHY DO 
ALL THE 
GIRLS 
LIKE HIMP! 






YOURE 


GOING UM... 


( 
| 
I CANT 
REALLY SAY 
THAT I WAS 
HAVING 
FUN... 


SORRY! 


YOU SEEM 


LIKE YOURE | 
HAVING SO | 
MUCH FLIN | 
| 
| 
| 






IT 


ALITTLE 
EARLY 
FOR THAT. 


WHAT 
ABOUT 
YOUR 
















MAKING ALL 
THOSE FACES 
AS YOU WALK 

ALONG. 





T’M IN THE 
*GO HOME 
EARLY“CLUB. 


/ 


THEN WOULD 
YOU KEEP ME 
COMPANY 
FOR ALITTLE 
WHILE? 


OY RAE LE SDA 

pe RSA oh Ee 
MR aR 

Py 

Bares =! 


¥ prea Bars 7 TZ 
SE Why nae ems 
is hee SW tie teas supe as a 


T WOULDN’T 
SAY SO. 


I WAS JUST 
THINKING OF HOW 
MUCH I'D LIKE TO 
SIT DOWN WITH A 
CAN OF COFFEE. 
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LYING. IT’S 


\l 
AN 
\ Z —— 


BUT HE 









PASSED AWAY 
QUITE A WHILE 
AGO. 





IF HE’D BEEN 
ALLOWED TO GROW 
UP HE MIGHT HAVE 
BEEN A NICE BOY 
LIKE YOURSELF. 


SO YOU'RE 
LIKE A DREAM 
COME TRUE. 








YOU/RE 
THINKING I’M 


OF AN ODD 
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. | 
pe "AD . 





































































































































































































































































































f cu }, 















































i) 
Tim : Hi 
7 iW 
iH — ! aul iis 
17 \—— 


> Ally 


Sie 


+ Ah 


RASS 





SON DIED 
WHEN HE 
WAS STILL 

SMALL... 


WE'LL MEET 
AGAIN ON MY 
WAY HOME. | 





IS SO FUN 
HIMAWARI- = WHENEVER 
SN... B = YOU'RE 
> AROUND! 





AND YOUVE 


I’M SURE 
G SHE’S REALLY 
LOOKING 
FORWARD TO 
SEEING YOU. 





Fad 
eal WE’RE NOT 


ARE YOU DOING 
surer |) aNyTHING ESPECIALLY 


LIKE THAT! WHEN YOURE 
DOING YOUR 


YOu MEAN 


YOU TWO REALLY DUAL COMEDY 


RREN'T ACTING. 


AS BOKE AND \ ACT WITH 
DOMEKI-KUN/ 


TSUKKOMI> 


REMEMBERED/ 


DOMEKI-KLIN 
IS REALLY BLISY 
TODAY. 





HE SRID HE WON'T HAVE 
TIME TO EAT LUNCH. 























REMEMBER 
HOW HE GOT 


DOES THAT 
MEAN HE’S EVEN 
PRACTICING 


INJURED THE : AN ARCHERY 
LAST TIME? ‘4 CLUB MEMBER IN PURING LuNer: 
OUR CLASS SAID 
THEY MIGHT BE ABLE 
TO WIN THE NEXT 
CHAMPIONSHIP, 
SO HE’S DOING 
ALL HE CAN. 





REMEMBER 
WHEN WE WENT 


TO CHEER HIM 
ON AT THAT 

COMPETITION? 
EVEN y 


WOUNDED 
HE WAS 
AMAZING/ 


H-HIMAWARI- 
CHAN... 
ABOUT 
D-D6MEKI... 
D-DO YOU LIKE... 
LIKE... 
LIKE... 























WE'D BETTER 

CLEAN UP AND j 

GET TO THE | f 
CLASSROOM! | ue 


IT MAKES 
ABIS 
DIFFERENCE! 


D6MEKI- 
KUN IS 
THE MOST 
SKILLED 
ARCHER IN 
THE CLUB/ 


WH-WHAT 
UM... DIFFERENCE 
HIMAWARI- DOES IT 
CHAN... MAKE IF HE’S 
THERE OR 
NOTP 


THE CLASS 
BELLS 








DINNNG 





YOU'RE Tis 
IN LOVE CUTE 
WITH THIS 
HIMAWARI- 
CHAN, 


TO GET EXCITED 
IN THE PRESENCE OF 
THE GIRL YOU LOVE 

IS VERY CUTE/ 


IF YOU IT 
WANT —ISN’T 
TOPUT CUTE 
A NAME AT ALLS 
TON, 
I/D SAY 
SPATHETIC’/ 


DON’T HAVE 
TO LAUGH 
THAT MUCH 
AT ME/ 





EVERY TIME I’M 
ARROUND HIMAWARI- 
CHAN, IT’S LIKE YOU. [°°7 


CAN CLIT THE TENSION [10s 
i 


‘ 
é N WITH A KNIFE/ 


HIMAWARI-CHAN 
COMES TO LIKE 
YOU, TOO, 
WATANUKI-KLUN. 













































































































































































IF YOU 
DON'T GO 
HOME SOON, 
YOUR FAMILY 
WILL WORRY 
ABOUT YOU. 


I HAVE 
NO PARENTS 


ANYMORE. 


I’M SORRY. 


T TOUCHED 
A TENDER 
SPOT THERE, 
DIDN'T IP 





IT DOESN'T 
MATTER HOW MUCH 
TIME PASSES. 


WHEN YOU LOSE 
FA LOVED ONE, YOU 
NEVER FORGET IT/ 


AND YOU NEVER 
GET OVER THE 
LONELINESS/ 

































































"Ss 
THE SAME 
FOR ME. 






















































































gh IAPOLO- GIVE 
GIZE, BUT Mey 
THEN I 
JUST KEEP 
DOING IT/ 





























IE COULDNT 

CARE LESS 

WHAT HE 
DOES, BUT... 


you 
HIMAWARI-| 


CHAN? 


AND IS 
THAT ONE FOR 
D6MEKI-KUN’S 
AFTER-SCHOOL 
SNACKP 


GOOD 
MORNING, 
HIMRAWARI- 

CHAN 


DOMEKI-KLN 
WAS AT THE 
MEETING OF ALL 
OF THE CLASS 
REPRESENTATIVES 
THIS MORNING. 
IT LOOKS LIKE 
HE WON'T BE 
SEEING US FOR 
LUNCH FINYTIME 








BECAUSE 
TODAY I 
THOUGHT 
I'D TRY 
TO MAKE 
GOMOKU 
RICE/ 
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ae 
T THINK SHE J 
LIVES ALONE, SO 


I THOUGHT 1’D 
GIVE IT TO HER ON 


THE WAY HOME. 
A 
a BV, c 
Pi peat ‘ 






NOTA 
CHANCE// 













| yOurLt BE 
MEETING 
HER IN THE 

PARK? 
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I’M SURE 
SHE'LL BE 
THRILLED TO 
RECEIVE IT. 








i 


\\.\ GW a 
SA 











yy | | ! \ 











fh | ar aus | 



























































DON’T 


MIND 
TAKING IREALLY 
Tee ENJOY 
COOKING... 





{ YOU'RE NOT 


UNDER ANY 
OBLIGATION 
TO ACCEPT 






















































































WELL, 








AY 
NYY 
2 SEN 












; younive| | ,YOKO-SAN 
4 : fee )| vou HASN'T COME 
pe] OTHER BACK YET... 
, THINGS 
) TO DO, 
YOU XN yourp IDON'T 
DONT | / RATHER MIND... 
HAVE TO | 4 eam 
WORRY 
ABOUT YOURSELF 


| wiTH ; 
\ (A FRIENDS, | o * 


\" RIGHTP | . 






THATS 











alls - 
cz | 
x 
Me SZ 
LSI 


We Ap vs 


























T LiKE IT 
WHEN WE 
HAVE OUR 





TALKS. 





























ILIKE 
IT TOO. 


IT REALLY 
Do! 

































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































PE a TENT AY 
{ 
: 4 2 MAYBE I 
@) q S CAN COOK 
a r 
Af . . FOR YOU 
a, 4 
‘s 1\— 7 SOMETIME. /,| 
1 Fo eo jam 
aa | " 
if 
Hf Hl i i 
| nt 
aH 
| ' il ! 
A iil 
} ii 
i il j . re ||| 
We UE / 
| | 
| I i 
fi | 
| | 
aA A 
" | ey 
MA 
I, \ | 
Hh 
il 
i Hil 





} 1) 


b 4 































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































OFFICE... 


YOU'RE 
LOOKING A 















































































































































WE SHOULD 
GET YOU TO 
THE NURSE'S 


LITTLE PALE. 

















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































WATANUKI- 
KUN// 
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COLLAPSED. 
AND 


STAYED OUT 
ALL DURING 


















TELL THEM 
YOU'RE UR 


DOMEKI-KLIN 
CARRIED YOU 
ALL THE WAY 
HERE TO 
THE HEALTH 
OFFICE. 





THAT'S 
WHAT I 
THINK 


YOU 
DON’T 
HAVE ANY 
FEVERS 
































. , 


CRUGHT UP 
WITH ANY 
SPIRITS, 

ARE YOU? 


CAN CATCH 
COLD IN THE 
die ENTE? 














\\\ 
Na 





(T HAD 
NOTHING 
TO DO WITH 
WORRY! 


< NX 





SSS 
SSse 


SUDDENLY 
T FEEL DIZZy... 



































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































YOU'VE BEEN 
IGNORING 
THIS COLD 

X TOO LONG/ 















TOMORROW — THEN TO- 
IMGONG MORROW! 
WITH YOU TO 

THE HOSPITAL! 


YOU MEAN 
THAT 
WOMAN? 


+» T EVEN 
MADE HER 
SOMETHING. 


I WANT 
TO GIVE IT 
TO HER. 







THEN... 
HIMAWARI-CHAN 
TOOK MY HAND 
AND GAVE IT A 

SQUEEZE. 
































a 


IT MADE ME 
REMEMBER... 





«+e WOULD PUT 
THEIR HANDS ON 
MY FOREHERD TO 
SEE HOW BAD MY 

FEVER WAS... 


RA LONG 
TIME AGO, I 
HAD A FEVER, 
AND BOTH MY 

MOTHER 
AND FATHER... 











IN FACT THE 


THERMOMETERS FF 


THESE DAYS ARE 
AMAZING/ 


THEY STICK 


HAVE MY 
OWN THER- 
MOMETER. 


I CAN TAKE 
MY TEM- 
PERATURE 
MYSELF. 







































































































































































































































































































































































































































































2 | A 
y0KO-sAN 


ISN’T HOME IT’S BEEN 


|, YET, IS SHEP 


HAVEN‘T 

HAD ANY | 
PROBLEMS, | 
HAVE YOU? 


vs 
WATANUKIS 
IT’S BEEN 
SO LONG/ 

















LONG TIME, 
NO SEE, 
WATANUKIL 


SOUNDS 
LIKE A 
DIFFICULT 
JOB. 
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CAREFUL, 
BUT OF 
COURSE, 
THIS IS THE 
WAY IT 
TURNED 
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RAND MORO 
CAN'T GO 
OUTSIDES 


SO THIS 

IS AS FAR 
AS WE CAN 
CARRY YOU 
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SHE TOLD 
ME TO GO 
OVER THERE, 





BECAUSE 
OF WHAT 
yGKO-SAN 








IF YOU ARE 
ALLOWED TO 
KEEP THIS GOING, 
YOU'LL BE LOST 
FOREVER. 





I FIGURE 
SHE MEANT 
THAT YOU'D 

BE DEAD. 
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BECAUSE 
YOU'VE BEEN 


MEETING THAT 




















SHE NEVER 
DID ANYTHING 
TO ME. 








T NEVER 
GOT R BAD 
FEELING OR 
ANYTHING... 


CONNECTED P 
WITH SPIRITS, 
HAVE YOUP 
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THAT THE 
MORE 


IT WOLILD 
TURN OLIT 
THIS WRY. 
TURN OUT TO 
BE FOR YOU. 









IT’S ALL 
MY FAULT 





THAT'S... \ Ye, 
WHAT THEY ae 
wv 


TOLD ME... AKO” 

























































































































































































































































































































































































I CAN SEE 


i EVERYTHING 
! THAT'S BEHIND 
! HER. 


























SHE'S | 
TRANSPARENT, A 


} AST 
| THOUGHT... 
SHE ISN'T 


HUMAN 
| AFTER ALL. 
































































































































| il iit iy A may 
Mie, , 









































































































































































































































YOU HAVE 


THEM. 


++ YOU HAVE 
PEOPLE WHO 
DON'T WANT 

TO LOSE YOU... 
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BECAUSE 
SHE ISN’/T 
HUMAN?/ 



































FLITE 


I 





f= 
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SO YOL’RE 
AWAKE, 








vesIT SEEMS 
LIKE I/VE 

BEEN IN THIS 
POSITION 


ALOT 
RECENTLY. 





++I COMPLETELY 
IGNORED YOUR 
WARNING. 


YOU KNEW 
IT WOULD BE 
DANGEROLS TO 
SEE HER, BUT YOU 
CHOSE TO SEE 
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HE CHOSETO. |! 



































HE MADE A 
DECISION. 





{E 


| 


SHOOT THE | 
WOMAN. 
EVEN IF IT 


| | : ! wy, , 
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|| ...HE DIDN’T 
4) WANT YOU 
TO VANISH 
FOREVER. 











YOU HAVE 
YOU'LL NEED ANOTHER 


TO DECIDE 
DECISION 
HOW TO TREAT TO MAKE, 


DOMEKI-KUN. WATANUKIL 





| DOYOUWANT | 
FO HEAR WHAT 


THAT WOMAN { 














THEN THIS 
IS ALL T’Lt 
TELL YOU. 















SHE MAY NOT 
HAVE BEEN HUMAN, 
BUT TO ME SHE 
WAS A WARM AND 
CARING WOMAN/ 










THE WORDS SHE 
SAID BEFORE SHE 
VANISHED WERE 
ALL TRUE. 


IS THE PRICE FOR 
THAT COMING OU 


OF MY PAY TOOP 





THAT'S 
GREATS 


HE SHOULD 
BE FINE BY 


GODS SURE 


TAKES IT OUT 





‘7 RE. “\ 
MUSTN'T = Ym 8b 8 
xe if 


f 
; 
! QUIETLY... 


: QUIETLY... WAKE 
waTANUKY = 2@4i/ 
fa 

















A HIMAWARI- 
US LUNCH! : 4 » CHAARAN/ 


LET’S EAT IT 
TOGETHER, 








































BUT 


yOu 
ONLY AS CAN COME 

HIMAWARF = To LiNcH 
CHAN'S Ba 
GUEST 









| ONLY IF YOU 
BROUGHT 
SOME INARI 
SUSHI 


Hae s I DIDN'T 
IT CAN'T BE s eee 
HELPED. p d 


AND WHY WOULD 
I WANT TO ANYWAY? 


IF YOU'RE 
MAKING SAN- 
SHOKL, THEN 

THAT HAD BETTER 
BE REAL 
SALMON IN 
THERE. 


WHAT 
KIND OF 
WAY TO 
TALK IS 


GOT ITALL 
WRONG, 
HIMAWARI- 
CHAN/ 


WHAT , 
WATANUKI- 
SHE RIGHT ” KUN, YOU AND 
TO MAKE DOMEKI- 
DEMANDS?! 4 KUN SEEM LIKE 
| SUCH GOOD 
FRIENDS? 
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ei 
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[F PO 


ce) 


riot Gah we 
4 ; Ze THERE'S 
SOME- 


ANY KIND OF 
SUSPICIOUS C6 
SCN* THING 
te: T/D LIKE 


PACKAGE, 
YOU TO 


BECAUSE 

ANYTHING YOU 
DELIVER HAS 
SOMETHING 
SUSPICIOUS 
ABOUT IT/ 


OKAY, T CAN 
DO IT, BLT WHY 
DON’T YOU DO 

IT YOURSELFP 


TONIGHT |S 
THE NIGHT 
OF THE FULL 





IS THERE A 
REASON YOU | 
CAN'T GO 
OUT ON FULL 







































































SHE ALWAYS | 
HAS SOME EXCUSE 
WHEN SHE WANTS 
TO DRINK/ 








THE MOON 
REALLY IS 
AMAZING 
TONIGHT. 
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(TS A FULL 
| IF THINGS GET MOON, WHICH 
ORANGEROUS, MERNS THAT 


THEN OPEN IT. ANYTHING CAN 
HAPPEN. ) 


TAKE \ 


THIS WHEN 
YOU GO. 



















HELL HELP 
PIPE FOX SURREe AREN'T I 
SPIRITS WONT SAFE TAKING 
4 i) THE PIPE FOX 


SPIRIT? 














jy 
a | 
7 ff fll 
/ oF Yl \ 


Ww, 1 @ 
= ae 
_ 








IT's 
WHY DO WE *SHIRITORI*/ 
HAVE TO PLAY sO 
SHIRITOR| NOW?/ WATANUKI 
HAS Us 


*GOMA“/ 
e@woop 
OFFERING." 


*MIDORI*/ 
NEXT, *RI“/ 


(GREEN 


“MARIC/ 


OR BALL 














“SUMOU*S 
SUMO 


“Sut 
WRESTLING.“ 





u... 
SUKAI“/ 
(°CORMORRNT 
FISHING “) 


INKO“/ 
ARAKEET * 

































































































































































































































































































































































































































































THE YOUNG 
MAN HELPING 
yOKO-CHAN, 

CORRECT? 















































T WONDER 


IT MUST 
BE QUITE 
A TASK TO 
MAKE A 
DELIVERY 
DURING A 


FULL MOON. 





va 


4 


HAVE HEARD 
RUMORS OF 
YOU FROM 
OTHERS. 


WE PLAYED 
SHIRITORI/ 
Sp 


THEN YOU 
KNOW ABOUT 
THE OLD 
DEFENSES, 

DO YOUP 






























































THAT’S WHY 
YOKO-SAN 
| SAID THE PIPE 
FOX SPIRIT 
WOULDN'T BE 
ANY HELP. 


HE CAN’T 


T HOPE NOTHING 

| FRAGILE BROKE 
WHILE I WAS 

RUNNING WITH IT. 


e 


( 
sD 


Gi 


IF TWO CAN 
PLAY SHIRITOR| 


UNINTERRLPTED.. I~ 


THEYRE 
USED ON THE 
STREETS AT 
NIGHT OR IN 
FRIGHTENING 





THERE’S 
! NOTHING 
J \ INSIDE. 








, ae 
THEYRE | 


BIRDS ONE | 

CAN ONLY 
SEEONA | 

FULL MOON 





THEY HAVE 
SI 

Pec BEEN SAFELY 

ToyOKo- DELIVERED. 






































Translation Notes 


For your edification and reading pleasure, here are notes to help 
you understand some of the cultural and story references from our 
translation of xxxHOLic. 





MRIKE SOME 
Page 372, Mirin Boshi eae 
Fish, such as round herring, sardines, small flatfish, 
or other kinds, are filleted, soaked in seasonings 


including mirin saké, and finally dried. 








Page 373, Eki-kyabe 


TO STOCK A medication for indigestion, 
up oN 
EKI-KY ABE commonly used as a cure for 
FOR THE 
HANGOVERS hangovers 
TOMORROW. 














Page 378, Hézuki 

Spelled with the characters for “demon’ 
and “lamp,” Hézuki is a vegetable in the 
eggplant family that is also called the 
“Chinese Lantern Plant.” The fruit looks 
like tiny lanterns, about an inch long. 
Of course the hézuki of the spirit world 
are both larger and give off light. 





Page 389, Hyakki Yako 

This is a Japanese phrase meaning 
pandemonium, but it's made of 
Chinese characters that mean “a 
hundred demons moving in the 
night.” There ts a series of paintings 
by the name of Hyakkt Yak6é which 
illustrates Japanese demons moving 
under lantern light. 
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Page 389, Edo Period 
Also called the Tokugawa 


THEY PAINTED 
Shoganate, quale Edo period was SCENES LIKE 
an era of stability and few THIS DURING THE 


technological or social EDO PERIOD. 
advances between 1603 and 
1867. 


: Page 402, Haja-ya 
A destruction-of-the-wicked arrow. 
Page 410, Kampai! 
Every culture has its way of 

L making a toast with a drink, Aa 


and the standard word in 
Japanese is kampai! (alternatively spelled, kanpad and pronounced 
“kahm-pie.” Kampai is used in every situation that English speakers 
would use “Cheers,” and means simply “empty glass.” 











Me ‘\ Page 419, Tsumire Soup 


I THINK A soup made of fish dumplings. 


TSUMIRE 
SOUP 


oe Page 436, Sweet Potato 


Tomorrow.| (Vaki-imo) 

Sweet potatoes originated from 
Central and South America, and 
during the age of discovery, they migrated to many points around the 
world. Around 400 years ago, they were introduced from China to 
the Ryukyu islands and the southern island of Kyushu as a good crop 
to plant when more profitable crops like rice and wheat failed. Since 
they were heavily adopted in the Kyushu province of Satsuma, they 
are still called satsuma-imo in Japanese today. The baked sweet 
potato, yaki-imo, usually baked for about an hour on hot rocks and 
sold from small wooden carts from venders on the street as warm 
snacks, are considered a welcome sign of the coming of autumn. 
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Page 437, Presents 

Bringing back presents for the kids after a long trip is a custom even 
in the west, but in Japan it’s even more ritualized. If one goes ona 
long trip and does not bring home something for a spouse, significant 
other, mother, or other close friend, relative, or work associate, the 
delinquent traveler can expect at least a cold shoulder as 
punishment! 


Page 438, Biiche de Noél 
A French cake that is baked flat, then filled, 


AT YOUR HOLISE, * 
YOY ALWAYS HAVE rolled, and decorated to look like a small wooden 
BUCHE DE NOEL 

FOR CHRISTMAS log. The tradition stems from the pagan custom of 


CAKE, HIMEWARI decorating a special log and burning it during 


CHANP 
winter solstice. The Christian religions adopted 
: the tradition, but with the advent of wood- 
burning stoves the real-wood log tradition died 
out and the cake tradition was born in France. Christmas Cake (of 


the very sweet birthday cake variety) 1s now a solid and honored 
custom in Japan, so the French Christmas cake tradition fits right in. 





Page 441, Go Home Early Club 4 
Students who decide not to join a club in order to 
leave school as soon as classes let out. Another name ee 

would be the "Go Home Right After School Club” which | eagiy-ciue. H 


has a more extensive translator's note in Omnibus 1. 


ZI 1 was JUST Page 442, Canned Coffee Canned 
4] THINKING OF HOW i i 
2 MUCHTPLKE TQ | coffee made an appearance in the United 
“ sitDowNWwiTHa | States in cans and bottles under the 
(eA gl CAN OF COFFEE. 
g 


Starbucks label and other brand names. 
In Japan canned coffee has been around 
for decades and can be found hot or cold 
innearly any vending machine. 
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Page 447, Dual Comedy Act (Manzai) 

Manzat is a traditional two-man comedy act that is very much akin 
to the tradition of Abbott and Costello and the Smothers Brothers, 
where one comedian plays a character of very low intelligence (the 
boké) and the other gets mad out of frustration with the nonsensical 
answers (the tsukkomi). It usually ends up in a certain amount of 
Three Stooges—style slapping. 





: BECALISE 
Page 454 Gomoku rice ' TODAY I 
Boiled rice mixed with vegetables, fish, Usctaeel 


and other ingredients. 


TO MAKE 
GOMOKU 
RICE/ 


Page 468, Colds and Fevers 
In the West, we usually separate the 
symptoms of colds and fevers, but the raised body temperature of a 
fever has been proven to limit the 
spread of viruses and other cold- 
causing infections. To Démeki, 
the lack of fever indicates a lack 
of a normal viral infection. 











Page 536, Inari Sushi 

Since the Shinto kami (god or goddess) Inari uses foxes as 
messengers, one can only surmise that foxes like this kind of sushi. 
lt consists of tofu pouches stuffed with specially seasoned rice, 


vegetables, and more tofu. 


Page 536, Sanshoku Onisgiri 
(“Three-color rice balls”) 
Basically they are like normal rice 
balls, but the inside is stuffed with 
three different flavors, usually the 
flavors of fish flakes, pickles, and a 
pickled plum (umeboshb. 
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Page 534, Shiritori 

A popular Japanese word game where you must take the last letter 
(syllable) of the word spoken by your oppenent, and begin your 
word with that same letter (syllable). Note: Because the rules of the 
game demand that you take the last syllable, even of long vowels, 
for the purpose of the game we spelled our long vowels not as "6" 


and “a” like we usually do, but this time as “o” and “u” respectively. 








‘RINGO“ 
ORPPLE") 





‘MIDORI*/ 
NEXT, “RIS 
(GREEN! 
*MARI“/ 
OR BALLS 

















Page 546, The sign 

It says “Y6t6-d6,” which would 
probably translate as The Lamp 
House. 
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The Pretty Guardians 
are back! 





Kodansha Comics is proud to present 
Sailor Moon with all new translations. 














For more information, go to www.kodanshacomics.com 


Sallor Moon © Naoko Takeuchl / KODANSHA LID All rights reserved 





‘COMICS 





PRAISE FOR_THEVANIME}) 
“This series never fails to “A very funny look at what happens when 
put a smile on my face.” two strange and strangely well-suited people 
-Dramatic Reviews try to navigate the thorny path to true love 
y together.” 


_. ) -Anime News Network 


OPPOSITES ATTRACT... MAYBE? oe 
Haru Yoshida is feared as an unstable and violent “monster.” "ite ~ 
Mizutani Shizuku is a grade-obsessed student with no friends. ~ 

Fate brings these two together to form the most unlikely pair Haru 

firmly believes he’s in love with Mizutani and she firmly believes 

he’s insane. KODANSHA 


© Roblco / Kodansha Ltd All rights reserved! COMICS 

























Praise for the anime: 


“The show patvides a ple Gt coil 
on the highs and lows of young lov with 
two young people 
the real thing” 


“Always it is smarter, more Pocticl more 
touching, juseiplain better than you aii 
ae going to be” 


Mei Tachibana has no friends — and says she doesn’t need on 


But everything changes when she accidentally roundhouse kicks the most 
popular boy in school! However, Yamato Kurosawa isn't angry in the slightest— 
in fact, he thinks his ordinary life could use an unusual girl like Mei. But winning 
Mei’s trust will be a tough task. How long will she refuse to say, “I love you”? 


© Kanae Hazuki/ Kodansha Ltd All nghts reserved 


5 








‘When Takeru adopts a new pet, he’s in for a surprise—the dog is 

° none other than the reincarnation of Sherlock Holmes. With no 
he) one else able to communicate with Holmes, Takeru is roped into 
becoming Sherdog’s assistant, John Watson. Using his sleuthing 
skills, Holmes uncovers clues to solve the trickiest crimes. @ 





© Yuma Ando and Yuki Sato / Kodansha Ltd All nghis reserved 


sion, and four handsome, fifteen- 

year-old friends are allowed to 
live in if for free! Buf there is one 
condition—within three years the 
young men musf fake fhe owner’s 
niece and transform her into a prop- 
er lady befiffing fhe palace in which 
they all live! How hard can it be? 

Enter Sunako Nakahara, fhe 
horror-movie-loving, pock-faced, 
frizzy-haired, fashion-illiferafe 
hermit who has a tendency to break 
info explosive nosebleeds whenever 
she sees anyone attractive. This 
profect is going to take far more than 
our four heroes ever expected; it 
needs a miracle! 


[:: a beautiful, expansive man- 


Ages: 16+ 


Special extras in each volume! Read them ail! 


. Kc VISIT WWW.KOOANSHACOMICS.COM TO: 
SHA View release date calendars for upcoming volumes 
ares ¢ Find out the latest about new Kodansha Comics series 


The Wallflower © Tomoko Hayakawa / KODANSHA LTD. All rights reserved 





